International Brigade
Memorial Trust

1/ INTRODUCTION

This report covers the period from October 2025
to September 2026.

We remember those members and supporters
who have died this year, among them:

Colin Edwards, son of Brigader Jack Edwards and
longstanding member of the IBMT.

Jim McGarrol, a committed IBMT member and
regular attendee at the annual Dundee
commemoration, annual events in Jarama and
Tarancon and the IBMT AGM.

Gerry Gable, the founder of the anti-fascist
magazine Searchlight and a good friend of the
IBMT.

Margaret Bruton, a prominent IBMT member and
civil rights activist in Belfast.

Victor Grossman, a lifelong anti-fascist and
member of the KFSR, our sister organisation in
Germany, who died last December aged 97.

Paco Robles, one of the last of the refugee
Basque children who settled in Britain, who died in
June two weeks shy of his 100th birthday.

2/ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee has met three times: on
4 October 2025, 10 January, and 16 May 2026.
The October meeting was held in person at the
2025 AGM in Belfast, whilst the January and May
meetings were hybrid - with some members in the
Marx Memorial Library and some online.

There was one Executive Committee vacancy from
the previous year as well as the four vacancies left
by the retiring EC members. Members elected at
the 2025 AGM were Mike Arnott, Megan Dobney,
Jim Jump, Denis Lenihan and David McKnight. The
first meeting of the EC drew lots with the result
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that Jim Jump will serve two years and the others
will serve three.

The following roles were agreed by the EC: Jim
Jump Chair; Megan Dobney Secretary; Paul Coles
Treasurer; Mike Arnott Scotland Secretary; David
McKnight Wales Secretary; Luke O’Riordan/Lynda
Walker (job share) Ireland Secretary; Dolores Long
North West Representative; Alan Lloyd Archivist
and South East Representative; Marshall Mateer
Film Coordinator; Dolores Long Minute Taker.
David Chanter and Alex Gordon were appointed as
the IBMT’s Auditors.

Helen Oclee-Brown, Executive Officer, was
appointed journal Editor.

The EC congratulated EC member Alex Gordon on
his election as CPB General Secretary.

The EC reviewed and amended compliance
policies: Equal Opportunities, Access to
Confidential Data, Safeguarding Children and
Vulnerable Adults, and Privacy.

Membership, Merchandise and Social Media are
dealt with by the Executive Officer with the support
of the Finance & Management Committee.

The Finance & Management Committee
(comprising the Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and
Executive Officer, plus Mike Arnott, Alan Lloyd and
Dolores Long) has met many times during the year
dealing with the day to day interests of the
organisation.

3/ TREASURER’S REPORT

The April 2025 to March 2026 accounts are
submitted separately for your approval.

The F&MC has received a Treasurer’s report at
most of its meetings. The report to the end of
August will be circulated to members at the AGM.



All members who pay income tax are earnestly
requested to sign a Gift Aid declaration - this
enables us to recover Gift Aid from government of
25% of subscriptions and donations. The form is
available from the office at admin@international-
brigades.org.uk and will be available from the
Executive Officer at the AGM.

4/ 1BMT OFFICE

The IBMT continues to rent a room at its registered
office at Marx House, 37a Clerkenwell Green,
London EC1R ODU.

5/ MEMBERSHIP

New membership leaflets We have created two
separate A5 double-sided recruitment leaflets, one
for individual members and one for affiliates.
These will be cheaper to run off than the existing
A3 folded brochure and will enable us to better
target union branches.

The 2024 AGM agreed some subscription
increases and the removal of the Household
category. These were a 10% increase in two
categories: Concessions up to £22, and Ordinary
up to £27.50. These were implemented from 1
April 2025.

Following much work by the IBMT Executive Officer
we are now “fairly confident” in our membership
figures: 778 individual members (722 in 2025)
plus 36 affiliates (32 in 2025).

We have local groups affiliated to us in Aberdeen,
Belfast, Cardiff, Hull, Manchester/North West,
Oxford and Sussex.

The Executive discussed the overall finances of
the IBMT (an ongoing annual deficit) and, in
particular, subscriptions at its May meeting. The
EC believes that membership subscriptions should
go a long way towards funding the organisation,
but the immediate aim must be to have at least a
break-even budget. Although a decision will be
made by the EC a concrete proposal will be put to
the AGM to garner members’ views.

EC member Denis Lenihan will be supporting the
office with the push for trade union and trades
council subscriptions.

6/ COMMUNICATIONS

eNewsletter The IBMT eNewsletter continues to
keep members informed of IBMT activities and
events linked to the International Brigades and
Spanish Civil War. It is published monthly and is
also posted on our website and Facebook group.

iNo Pasaran! The decision to go over to an online
version of our magazine was carried out from May
2023 with all members being given the option of

an extra subscription of £15 per year to receive a

printed copy. The quality of the “on demand”

printed version is good. Eighty-five individual
members have picked up this option (up from 56
last year), and our affiliates continue to receive a
printed copy. The cost of this will rise to £18 a year
from January 2027.

Three issues of {No Pasaran! have been published
since the last AGM. All have been edited by Helen

Oclee-Brown with the continued support of former
editor Jim Jump.

Social media The IBMT’s social media presence
continues to slowly grow, with original content
shared over Facebook and X. In September 2025
our Facebook group had 7,200 members, and our
X feed had 5,430 followers. We abandoned our
short-lived venture on BlueSky due to poor take-
up.

Website Our website is regularly updated with
news stories, updates and ongoing revisions to the
database of International Brigaders. We are
working to link the Roll of Honour to the volunteers
database to make access more straightforward.

The Spanish Civil War timeline, prepared by IBMT
Chair Jim Jump for the Morning Star July 2026
supplement, is now available on our website.

7/ 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INTERNATIONAL BRIGADES AND THE
SPANISH CIVIL WAR

In conjunction with the Marx Memorial Library



(MML), the IBMT produced a 16-page supplement
in the Morning Star on the 90th anniversary. It
was published on Saturday 4 July to coincide with
the IBMT’s London Southbank commemoration.
The supplement featured an interview with
Richard Baxell, a Spanish Civil War timeline, brief
biographies of selected Brigaders and
contributions from Eddie Dempsey (RMT), Alex
Gordon (CPB), Meirian Jump (MML), Manuel
Moreno & Simon Martinez (Basque Children’s
Association), Helen Oclee-Brown and Jim Jump
(IBMT), Maxine Peake, Noelia Sanchez (PCE-GB)
and Micaela Tracey-Ramos (Unison).

With the help of volunteer Oliver Povey, we
produced two reels for social media to coincide
with the 4 July commemoration and the 90th
anniversary of the start of the war in Spain. These
were the first in a series of reels marking key
events and anniversaries over the next few
months. IBMT Film Coordinator Marshall Mateer is
producing a video to mark the 90th anniversary of
the creation of the IBs.

Several events and commemorations were, or are
being held this year to mark the anniversary,
including a day conference at the People’s History
Museum in Manchester on 11 July and a joint
IBMT/MML meeting with speakers on 5
November.

8/ IBMT ANNIVERSARY

The IBMT registered its Constitution on 5 October
2002 so next year will be our Silver anniversary.
The Executive Officer is working with volunteer
Oliver Povey to create reels for social media to
encourage financial donations to ensure our
future for the next 25 years.

9/ 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE
OF CABLE STREET

The IBMT was closely involved in plans for the
anniversary march and rally on 4 October in
conjunction with the Cable Street 90 organising
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committee. Placards were produced with the
names and photos (where available) of the more
than 30 protesters at Cable Street in 1936 who
went on to join the International Brigades. This
was done with the help of Unite London & Eastern
Region and in partnership with the MML.

In parallel with the above plans, the IBMT has
been working with Tower Hamlets Borough Council
on raising a plaque to the Tower Hamlets
volunteers, which would name the 22 who gave
their lives. Because of planning application
requirements, the plaque will be unveiled early in
2027.

10/ 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH
OF FRANCO

The IBMT liaised with supporters in the House of
Commons and an Early Day Motion tabled by
Labour MP Jon Trickett MP (Normanton and
Hemsworth) stating:

That this House notes that 20 November marks
the 50th anniversary of the death of Spanish
dictator Francisco Franco; congratulates the
Spanish people, along with their constituent
nations in the Basque Country, Catalonia and
elsewhere, on the restoration of democratic rule
and their ongoing efforts to eradicate the toxic
legacy of decades of brutal repression; and
applauds the vital educational and
commemorative work of the International
Brigade Memorial Trust to preserve the memory
and spirit of the volunteers from Britain and
Ireland who fought fascism during the Spanish
Civil War, more than 500 of whom died in Spain.

A similarly-worded motion was presented to the
Scottish Parliament by Labour MSP Mercedes
Villalba (North East Scotland).

11/ SPANISH CITIZENSHIP FOR
BRIGADER DESCENDANTS

A ceremony was held at the Spanish embassy in
London on 1 December 2025 to welcome the 24
applicants from Britain who were granted Spanish
nationality as descendants of International
Brigaders, as allowed for in Spain’s 2022 Law of
Democratic Memory.

Some 40 children and grandchildren from around
the country attended the reception. Speaking at
the event on behalf of the families, IBMT Patron
Peter Crome, son of Brigader Len Crome, hailed
the support work of Patricia Ure in Madrid, who
helped descendants with their applications. He
also remembered the more than 500 Brigaders
from Britain and Ireland who were Killed in the civil
war and remain in Spanish soil.

The IBMT continues to help children and
grandchildren who are members of the Trust by
providing covering letters to their applications.



Now that volunteer Patricia Ure’s industrious work
in Madrid has come to an end, the Trust is
exploring other possible ways to support the
application process.

12/ BRIGADER INTERVIEWS

PhD candidate and IBMT member David Grant
checked the physical and digital archives. He has
screened and prepared notes on interviews with
six Brigaders. These will be updated to the website
alongside the three existing interviews. Another
volunteer, sixth former Rosa G, prepared pre-
publication material. Interviews will be updated
when time allows.

13/ IBMT ARCHIVES

Work continues on the latest trawl through the
2,300 publicly accessible profiles on our website,
to try and ensure they are as accurate and full as
possible. There is clearly much more to do. Just
recently we discovered the name of another
Brigader who was killed at Jarama. His name was
Jack Taylor, and we know little more than that.
James Prendergast described him as “big
cockney”, and there are claims (without any
obvious evidence) that he had links to Cardiff
and/or Swansea.

Most of our profiles now have pictures attached,
even if it has meant resorting to using memorials
on which their names are etched, headstones or,
in a couple of cases, the Military Medal they were
awarded in WW2. We also continue to field
enquiries relating to stories passed down
generations of families that a relative fought in
Spain, which usually result in disappointment, but
we remain happy to thoroughly investigate each
one.

14/ LONDON SOUTHBANK
COMMEMORATION

The IBMT’s annual commemoration in London
Southbank’s Jubilee Gardens took place on 4 July.

This was very well attended on a lovely sunny day
and the conversations continued in a local pub.
RMT General Secretary Eddie Dempsey (below
left) was the well-received keynote speaker, along
with IBMT Scotland Secretary Mike Arnott, and
IBMT Executive Officer Helen Oclee-Brown.
Musician and song writer Maddy Carty provided
accompaniment for the Valley of Jarama and the
Internationale, as well as performing her own
songs.

Many wreaths were laid to and by individuals and
groups, including by the Spanish Embassy, and our
stall was busy with sales and queries.

The 2027 event will be held on Saturday 3 July.

15/ LEN CROME MEMORIAL
CONVERSATION

The Len Crome Memorial Conversation took place
on 1 November 2025 in the Marx Memorial
Library. Chaired by IBMT historical consultant
Richard Baxell, Paul Preston and Helen Graham
discussed “Toxic legacy: the lasting impact of
Francoism on Spanish Democracy”. Peter Crome
was unable to attend but sent a message. (His
father was Len Crome, after whom this annual
event is named. Len Crome was a Lancashire GP
who became the chief medical officer of the
Spanish Republic’s XV Army Corps, including the
15th International Brigade). The event is available
to view on our website.

The 2026 event will be at 2pm on Saturday 28
November in the Marx Memorial Library. Chaired
by Helen Graham, Paul Preston and Michael
Eaude will discuss “Spain’s Transition to
Democracy: Cosmetic Francoism or Heroic
Change?”. Registration will be available via
Eventbrite soon. The conversation will be followed
by wine, nibbles and more conversation.

16/ MEMORIALS AND
COMMEMORATIONS

Clapton Community FC hosted a commemoration
at the International Brigade memorial at the club’s
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“rew us all o
Along slow roads to Spain
~ at last a star

For desperate men sensing
the gathering storm

And we that fought to
warn a watching world
Were called false prophets
by appeasers

Yet we fought for the poor
of the world

iNo pasaran!
Clapton CFC remembers David
Marshall and at least 15 other

Newham volunteers who fought

with the International Brigades

against fascism during the
g,..mmviumwu-lm -

David Marshall 1916 - 2005



Founder President Marlene Sidaway laid a wreath.
The club donated £392.50 to the IBMT, proceeds
from the sale of International Brigade-themed beer
mugs.

New memorials have been unveiled this year in
Battersea (for Clive Branson), Belfast (in the Falls
Road Library), Burnley, Oldham (for Clem Beckett),
Portsmouth, Tonypandy (for Harry Dobson),
Hackney (for the Jewish volunteers, in Lauriston
Road Jewish Cemetery).

There are also plans to raise a plague to the Tower
Hamlets volunteers, and at the Belgrade Theatre
in Coventry (for Bruce Boswell).

A memorial (above) was unveiled in Portsmouth on
17 July. IBMT Secretary Megan Dobney spoke at
the event and Alan Lloyd and Beth Richards ran a
very well-received merchandise stall.

Volunteer Greg Pasco has begun work on the
project to update and enhance the IBMT’s online
directory of memorials. He can be contacted on
memorials@international-brigades.org.uk

17/ MERCHANDISE

Good relations have continued with both Red
Molotov and Past Pixels for partnership production
of merchandise. This helps us not having to hold
so much stock in our small office and also lifts
some of the burden of distribution from the office.

New item this year: fridge magnets!

Our friends in TUFAC (Trade Union Football &
Alcohol Committee) have donated £234 in
proceeds from the sale of their Tom Mann
Centuria (TMC) football shirts. This is in addition to

TUFAC’s donation to us of 12 TMC Centuria flags,
100 TMC badges and a dozen IB-themed baseball
caps.

We are in discussions with radical art publisher
Past Pixels on jointly producing a set of 20
postcards of International Brigade memorials from
around the country.

We have had a presence at key labour movement
events including ASLEF and RMT conferences,
London May Day, Levellers Day, Durham Miners
Gala, Tolpuddle Festival, STUC Congress and the
Burston Strike School Rally. We thank all
members, and particularly Alan Lloyd and Beth
Richards, who have made this possible by staffing
IBMT stalls all over the countries.

Affiliated IB groups are reminded that
merchandise can be bought at a 10% discount.

18/ IBMT SCHOOLS PROJECT

The IBMT’s online Education pages continue to
offer teaching packages for Key Stage 3 school
pupils, including lesson plans and PowerPoint
presentations, on the topics:

- Why did so many people volunteer to fight in the
Spanish Civil War?

- Women and the Spanish Civil War.

19/ JARAMA EVENT ORGANISED BY AABI

Many members attended our sister organisation in
Madrid’s (AABI) 2026 commemoration near
Jarama, and also the event organised by ARMH
Cuenca in Tarancon (giving tribute to the 39 Scots
who fell at Jarama). 2027 is the 90th anniversary
of the Battle of Jarama and plans are already well
ahead. The AABI Jarama march will take place on
Saturday 20 February, preceded by the
commemoration at Tarancon on Friday 19
February. Further details are available from
scotland@international-brigades.org.uk

The memorial in Spain to the British at Jarama has
been vandalised. We want to support its
refurbishment and will circulate more information
as soon as details are received from AABI.

20/ SCOTLAND

Past year’s events

11 November: Labour MSP Mercedes Villalba
tabled a motion in the Scottish Parliament, S6M-
19623, to mark the 50th anniversary of the death
of Franco, the subsequent struggle for democracy
in Spain and acknowledging the ongoing efforts of
the IBMT to remember the Brigaders.

15 November: lain and Sandra Trotter from
Dumfries joined the German Friends of the
International Brigades, KFSR and their French
equivalents ACER, at the annual commemoration
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at the Forest of Memory in La Fatarella and
dedicated a new tree in memory of Glasgow’s
International Brigaders.

17 November: Rob Macdonald, co-founder of
Solidarity Park in Malgrat de Mar, and Mike Arnott,
IBMT Scotland Secretary, hosted a presentation
and discussion at the STUC HQ in Glasgow on
spreading Scottish involvement in the annual
Solidarity Park Festival, both culturally and
politically.

29 November: The IBMT’s Scottish Contingent
standard took part in the Annual STUC St Andrew’s
Day Anti-Racist/Anti-Fascist March & Rally in
Glasgow.

5 December: Mike Arnott gave an illustrated talk
on Dundee and the Spanish Civil War at the
University of Dundee to 40 students, lecturers, the
Spanish Consul and members of the public,
organised by Dr Claudia Marques-Martin of the
Dept of Languages and Politics and the University
Languages Society.

14 February: Annual Dundee Commemoration,
Albert Square, Dundee, addressed by the Scotland
Secretary and local speakers. Organised through
Dundee TUC.

20 February: Annual Tarancon Commemoration of
the 39 Scots who fell at Jarama, of the town’s
civilian victims of the Franco Dictatorship, the
townspeople who fell fighting with Republican
forces and the Internationals and Republican
soldiers who died in Tarancén’s hospitals.
Addressed by the Scotland Secretary, a
representative of FIBI and local speakers. The
IBMT and FIBI were presented with plaques
(below) by the Ayuntamiento of Tarancén. Over
€1,000 was raised in donations to assist the
ongoing work of ARMH Cuenca.

20 to 22 April: Scottish TUC Congress in Caird Hall,
Dundee with IBMT stall and incorporating a 90th
Anniversary International Brigade commemoration
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TARANCON

El Ayuntamiento de Tarancon expresa su
agradecimiento a International
Brigades Memorial Trust (IBMT)
por su compromiso con Ia memoria
histérica y los valores de solidaridad y
justicia. =

En memoria y reconocimiento de quignes
lucharon por la libertad y la democracia.
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at the Dundee Memorial in Albert Square.
Addressed by STUC President, Richard Hardy and
the IBMT Scotland Secretary.

26 April: IBMT and YCL member Nathan Hennebry
from Dunbartonshire (see p.2) walked the 23 mile
Kiltwalk in Glasgow to raise over £1,000 for the

IBMT, a sum his employer then promised to match.

29 to 31 May: Solidarity Park Festival, Malgrat de
Mar. The Scotland Secretary participated in a
round-table discussion on ‘The International
Brigades; Internationalism Past and Present’ and
ran an IBMT merchandise stall. Scottish singer
Callum Baird also performed.

4 July: Scotland Secretary co-ordinated with others
to insert memorial adverts, to both the Scottish
and the Dundee Brigaders, in the Morning Star
90th Anniversary issue supplement. Scotland
Secretary spoke briefly, at the annual Jubilee
Gardens commemoration in London, on the
plague presented to the IBMT by the Ayuntamiento
of Tarancon.

9 July: BBC Scotland reported the discovery of
graffiti on 1940 anti-tank defences near Leuchars
in Fife which included the mis-spelt slogan ‘No
Pasaran’ and a possible caricature of Franco, both
carved at the time of construction into the wet
concrete.

17 July: Green MSP Maggie Chapman tabled a
motion in the Scottish Parliament, S7TM-00667, to
mark the 90th anniversary of the outbreak of the
Spanish Civil War and to mark the contribution of
over 500 volunteers from Scotland.

19 July: Vale of Leven International Brigade
Commemoration at the memorial in Main Street,
Renton, addressed by the Scotland Secretary and
West Dunbartonshire Communist Party and
Clydebank TUC speakers. Organisers are
investigating making this an annual event.

26 July: Annual North Lanarkshire
Commemoration, Duchess of Hamilton Park,
Motherwell, addressed by the Scotland Secretary
and local speakers and performers. Followed by
social event at the Railway Tavern. Organised by
the No Pasaran Memorial Committee, North
Lanarkshire.

26 September: Annual Fife Commemoration at the
memorial in Forth Avenue, Kirkcaldy, addressed by
the Scotland Secretary and local speakers.
Followed by social event at the KUSI Club.
Organised through Fife TUC.

Research
The Scotland Secretary assisted:

Dumfries-based Sandie McQuarrie with research
about her grandfather, Glasgow Brigader Joseph
Shields who fell at Jarama in February 1937.

Dundee-based Angela Sinclair with research about
her paternal grandfather, Lanarkshire Brigader
Charlie Goodfellow, who fell at Brunete in July '37.
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Duncan and Robert MacDougall with research into
their great uncle, Blantyre Brigader Thomas Fleck,
who fell at Chimorra fighting with the 20th
Battalion in April 1937.

Margaret Conway with research into her
grandfather, Cowdenbeath Brigader Michael
Conway, who returned after two years in Spain.

Alan Lloyd in helping Lynne Groves with research
about her great uncle; Dundee Brigader Andrew
Finnan who fell at Belchite in March 1938.

Alan Lloyd, Richard Baxell, Ciaran Crossey and Ray
Hoff in miscellaneous Brigade related research.

Publications

The Scotland Secretary had a 1,300-word article
on the 90th anniversary of the outbreak of the
Civil War published in the June/July edition of
Scottish Left Review magazine.

8 August: launch of book ‘Revolution and Counter-
Revolution in the Spanish Civil War’ by Héctor
Puente Sierra as part of the Govanhill
International Festival, Glasgow.

Memorials

Correspondence between the Scotland Secretary
and the Parks Department of Edinburgh City
Council has secured an undertaking from them to
replace a 1970s Memorial Bench on Princes
Street, dedicated by Edinburgh Labour Party to the
city’s International Brigade volunteers, which had
been removed a number of years ago due to its
state of disrepair.

21/ WALES

Annual Commemoration of Welsh International
Brigaders: Around 30 people attended the annual
commemoration of the Welsh international
brigaders at the IBMT memorial in Alexandra
Gardens, Cardiff which took place on Sunday 28
July.

David McKnight, IBMT Wales Secretary, spoke
alongside Rob Griffiths, Communist Party of
Britain, poet and academic Professor Tony Curtis
with songs from Welsh socialist choir, Cor Cochion.

The IBMT Welsh banner, funded by Unison and
Unite, was prominently displayed.

Blue Plaque to honour Tonypandy brigader, Harry
Dobson: On 10 August a blue plaque
commemorating the life of Welsh international
brigader, anti-fascist and communist, Harry
Dobson was unveiled at 121 Dunraven Street,
Tonypandy, Rhonnda, where Harry was born.

Gwyl Twm Sbaen Festival 2027: A new organising
committee for the Gwyl Twm Sbaen Festival which
commemorates the life of Welsh brigader, Tom
Jones (or Twm Sbaen - Tom ‘Spain’) from
Rhosllanerchrugog, has now been formed with
representation from across the labour movement
including IBMT members and supporters. There is

a plan for the festival to take place in spring 2027
(date and venue TBC).

22/ IRELAND

The Northern Ireland based International Brigade
Commemoration Committee (IBCC - see picture
below) held its Annual General Meeting in April.

They launched the booklet ‘Blueshirts and
Blackshirts: Fascism in Ireland North and South’
by Brian Hanley and then unveiled a plaque to the
men from the Falls Area who went to fight fascism
in Spain, along with relatives of the International
Brigaders and Paul Doherty, Deputy Lord Mayor of
Belfast.

In May Brian Hanley launched a booklet produced
by the IBCC ‘A Comradeship of Heroes - 21 years
of action’. Emmet O’Connor spoke about his father
brigader Peter O’Connor (from Waterford) who
fought in Spain. The event was well attended and
included singing with Joe Solo and Fergus O’Hare.

In July the Feile event was held in the Shankill
Road Library with guest speaker Lin Rose Clark
who has written a book about her grandfather Bob
Hilliard. The hall was packed and was probably the
best attended event that we have had.

Also in July the James Connolly Visitor Centre
Belfast held two lectures on the Spanish Civil War:
Ireland and Franco: Pulpits, Papers, and the
Blueshirts with Dr Padraig Og O Ruairc and From
the Falls to the Ebro: The Irish who fought in Spain
with Dr Brian Hanley. They also held an exhibition
in the centre for several days and Luke O’Riordan
brought the Connolly Column banner up for a
photo shoot for the exhibition.

In September members attended a one-day
conference Ireland and the Spanish Civil War:
Press and Politics, in Ulster University, Belfast, with
five speakers and a panel discussion. Since the
early 1980s, there has been considerable interest
in Irish involvement with the war.

Organisations that have been actively engaged in
commemoration of the SCW include Belfast City
Council, Derry and Strabane District Council,




Belfast and Derry trades councils, the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions, the International
Brigades Memorial Trust, Friends of the
International Brigades in Ireland (FIBI), and the
Irish Labour History Society. BBC NI will be
promoting a ‘90th anniversary package’
throughout the year. The media response is a
neglected aspect of SCW studies in Ireland.

On 26 September (after this report will have been
completed, but before the IBMT AGM) a new
International Brigades memorial is being unveiled
in Dublin. It will remember the six volunteers from
the Inchicore area, three of whom were killed in
action. The memorial was the idea of a family
member of Michael May (KIA) and backed by FIBI
who approached Dublin City Council (DCC), and
they have provided financial support to make it
happen. The unveiling will be a DCC event, though
we hope to have substantial input into how it is
conducted. The event will be from 5pm to 7pm at
Griffith Barracks.

FIBI organised a number of events over the past
months the latest being the Omeath memorial
event in September.

The IBCC were approached about putting a plaque
in Cork for the volunteers there. This was passed
onto the relatives of Michael O’Riordan.

Noel Russell is making a documentary for the 90th
anniversary of the start of the Spanish Civil War
for the BBC. He has contacted us several times for
information. Date of broadcast possibly February
2027.

23/ NORTH WEST ENGLAND

People’s History Museum: very successful, well-
attended event at the People’s History Museum on
11 July. Talks by Chris Hall and Richard Baxell with
music from the MadDonnas, chaired by Dolores
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Long. £500 donated to IBMT from sale of
merchandise at the event.

Commemoration of Brigader Tommy Moore: at
Moston Cemetery on Sunday, 2 August

Memorial to Clem Beckett: plaque for Clem
Beckett (below left) unveiled by a relative of Clem
on the house where Clem lived.

Oldham Commemoration of 90th Anniversary: 15
minute film to commemorate the 90th anniversary
of the start of the SCW at Oldham
Library/Archives. The film has been researched
and produced by Robert Hargreaves, Steph and
Graham Briggs. The film will be part of the
permanent collection of local history at Oldham
Archives.

Chorlton Literary Festival: talk by Chris Hall on his
book ‘British Volunteers and the Spanish Civil War’
on Thursday 17 September, at Chorlton Library.

Nelson Memorial: unveiled on Friday 4 September
at Unity Hall, Vernon Street, Nelson, Talk on local
volunteers by Lewis Ashworth.

Salford Memorial: good progress made with fund-
raising and planning. Unveiling to take place in
2027 (date TBC).

Historic England Blue Plaques: discussion taking
place on possibility of a blue plaque for Clem
Beckett or Molly Murphy.

Nottinghamshire talk/memorial: liaison with Notts
and Derbyshire Labour History Society re:
reinstalling the memorial. Talk in Nottingham
planned for 21 November at the Radical Book Fair.

[talian Democratic Party in Manchester: invitation
to talk on ‘Women who Fought Fascism’ at Festa
dell Unita 2026 on 20 September.

Meeting of NWIBM Group: meeting to plan future
events on Saturday, 19 September.

24/ SOUTH EAST ENGLAND
Portsmouth

The highlight of the year, in the south east, has to
be the unveiling of the new memorial in Victoria
Park, Portsmouth, on 17 July. A magnificent
octagonal stone bench (see p.5) which contains
the names of the 14 men (of whom six were Killed)
who went to Spain from the Portsmouth Area. All
credit is due to one of our affiliates, Portsmouth
TUC, for its installation. The IBMT banner was
present along with a stall full of merchandise.

Worthing, Sussex

A capacity audience attend an event titled
‘Worthing and the Spanish Civil War: A Fight
Against Fascism’ in May, in Worthing. It was the
culmination of a year’s work and along with
Pauline Fraser there were co-presenters singer-
songwriter Robb Johnson, who created a new song
about the Battle of South Street and Sandra
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Carrillo who worked on back projection. The IBMT
was there with a stall selling our merchandise.

They are hoping to find a Brighton venue to put on
a ‘Brighton and the Spanish Civil War’
performance next year.

Oxford

On Sunday 27 September the Oxford International
Brigade Memorial Committee put on a showing of
‘Voices From A Mountain’ a film about the Spanish
Civil War by David Leach and ‘The Faces of
Solidarity by Protestors for Palestine’ by Taha
Seder.

About 80 comrades attended a gathering in
November to place a plague on a second bench
close to the Oxford memorial in memory of one of
their highly committed OIBMC members, Ciaran
Walsh, who died at 52 years of age.

Burford

The IBMT had a stall and took the banner on the
march through the town, on Leveller’s Day in
Burford on Saturday 9 May.

Tolpuddle
As for Burford the IBMT had a stall and took the

banner on the march up and down the village on
Sunday 19 July.

25/ FILM AND ONLINE CHANNELS

For the 1936-2026 anniversary a new IBMT film to
mark the 50th anniversary is in preparation.

In July IBMT Film Coordinator Marshall Mateer
presented his film ‘Spain 1936-39: A Short
Introduction to the Spanish Civil War’ at the
People’s History Museum.

Management and development of the three on-
line IBMT channels: Flickr, You Tube, Pinterest and
the IBMT website video pages.

IBMT You Tube.
https://www.youtube.com/IBMTnews

IBMT Flickr https://www.flickr.com/photos/ibmt/

IBMT Pinterest
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/IBMT_SCW/

IBMT website: http://www.international-
brigades.org.uk/video-page

26/ OUTREACH

Picasso in Sheffield This project, which saw the
unveiling of a statue of the boy Picasso (Boy with
Dove), donated by artist Anthony Padgett, in
Weston Park, Sheffield, concluded with a
lunchtime talk by the sculptor in November 2025
and a nomination for the Sheffield Public Art
Award (it didn’t win but was good publicity for
Picasso’s support for the Spanish Republicans).
An identical statue was unveiled in central Malaga.

27/ THANKS

The Executive Committee places on record its
gratitude for the support given to the Trust over
this past year by all members and affiliated
organisations, especially those who have
attended, taken part or organised IBMT activities
or who have made donations to help fund our
work. In all our collective efforts our aim remains
to ensure the long-term viability of the IBMT in
order to help keep alive the inspiring story of the
volunteers as a supreme example of international
solidarity and anti-fascism.

As an example (please note!) we are very grateful
for the £500 donated by the North West group in
August from funds raised from a stall at their July
event.

iNo pasaran! They shall not pass!



