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elcome once again to our newsletter, issue
W nine, and thanks to all of you who've

expressed your appreciation of the
newsletter and of recent events. It’s very good to get
feed-back and know that we are doing something
right. In this issue we have reports of the unveiling of
the Waterford Memorial, and of the gathering in
Jubilee Gardens in July where we unfurled our
glorious new banner.

It was an honour to welcome Ana Pérez from the
Spanish Amigos and Moe Fishman, veteran of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Their presence
highlighted the truly international make-up of the
Brigades, and the need to be united against fascism
and injustice wherever we live. Liz Shirley’s lovely
voice led us in “Jarama” which meant that for once
we all started together — and in tune! And Connie
Fraser read her very moving poem Brigader’s Re-
union dedicated to her late husband, Harry (see
page 6).

| also have copies of Ana’s speech. Contact me at
the above address if you'd like one.

0On the back page you will find details of the AGM.
in Cardiff on 16 October. It promises to be a
memorable and enjoyable day, as well as giving
everyone an opportunity to have their say about the
organisation of the Trust. Please make every effort
to attend.

The Len Crome Memorial Lecture will be given by
our patron, Professor Paul Preston on 12 March
2005 in the cinema at the Imperial War Museum —
subject to be announced in next newsletter.

Don’t forget the IBMT badge, a popular addition to
our fund-raising: £2.50 including postage and
packing, from me at above address.

We are looking into the possibility of listing some
of our memorials. This will help us to keep themin
good order and access funds if they need re-
furbishment. Anyone can suggest a listing, so please
getintouch if you want details for your local IB
memorial. Salud,

Marlene Sidaway

Prof. Paul Preston
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Honouring the Waterford Bngaders

9 July saw a unique historic occasion in the
Irish city of Waterford when the newly-dected
Mayor, Seamus Ryan, presided over the
unvelling of a memorial to the 11 Waterford
men who fought in the ranks of the
International Brigades, including hisown late
uncle, Jarama and Brunete veteran Peter
O’Connor.

Themonument, carved from Spanish gran-
ite by the inter nationally-renowned sculptor
Michad Warren, hasbeen placed in a promi-
nent city centrelocation, and thewholeproject
was brought to fruition asa result of a 30,000
euro fundraising venture on the part of rela-
tives and friends of Waterford International
Brigaders, with Seamus Ryan himsdf as
Honorary Secretary.

Followingamayoral reception, over 400 peo-

From left: Mayor Seamus Ryan, Michael
0’Riordan, Jack Jones and Moe Fishman at the
unveiling of the Waterford memorial.

ple attended the unveiling ceremony jointly
performed by veterans Michae O’Riordan,
author of “The Connolly Column”, and Jack

Continued on page 2

Brigaders in front
of the new banner
at Jubilee
Gardens.

An mternatlonal occasmn

More people than ever attended thisyear’s cere-
mony at thenational memorid in Jubilee Gardens,
South Bank, London, on 17 July to honour
Britain'sInternationa Brigaders.

It was atruly international occasion. AnaPérez,
who leads the Spanish Amigos (friends) of the
International Brigades, and Moe Fishman, an out-
gtanding veteran of theAbraham Lincoln Bettalion
from the United States were the invited speskers.
Singer Lizzie Shirley led veteransand friendsin a
dtirring rendering of “ Jarama’, and Connie Fraser,
widow of Brigader Harry, read her powerful and
moving poem “Brigaders Reunion”.

AnaPérez paid tribute to the undying solidarity
of the Brigaders of dl countries who sdlflessy
volunteered to go to the aid of the Spanish people

when the elected government was threstened by
Franco's fascist forces. That spirit is till aive
today, now that the people areengaged in recover-
ing thememory of Republican Spain. Shewarned
of the danger of ‘revisionist’ historians, who
attempt to equate both sides.

Moe Fishman said he was pleased to come to
London to take part inthe commemoration for the
first time and praised the fine memoria statue to
the British Brigaders. There were no such monu-
mentsin hiscountry, but helooked forward tothe
day whentherewould be. Hetook the opportunity
to thank the tens of thousands of British people
who had demonstrated and protested against the
illegal, immoral war againgt Iraq.

Pauline Fraser




The London Socialist Film Co-op is showing
Julia Newman's film “Into the Fire” about
American women in the Spanish Civil War, pre-
ceded by Luis Bufiuel’s “Land without Bread” at
the Renoir Cinema, Brunswick Square, London
WC1 at 11am on Sunday 14 November. There
will be a discussion afterwards led by our
President, Jack Jones. Non members £6 (conces-
sions £4); members £5 (£3). Membership details
from LSFC, 13 Foundling Court, Brunswick
Centre, London WCIN 1QE.

“SpainIn My Heart” hasreceived gresat reviews
like“Thiswonderful CD isaninspiring reminder
of the importance of the strugglein Spain...afit-
ting tribute to humankind”. Our own Jim Jump
wrote: “Asthe son of aBritish IB veteran and a
Spanish Republican refugee, | grew up with the
pain of betrayal, defeat and exile. Songshelped to
sustain us through the long dark years of Franco
dictatorship. Your record captures the emotion,
joy and beauty of many of those songs, aswell as
some new ones, and keeps alive the spirit which
took thousands of volunteers from around the
world to fight for justice and freedom in Spain.”
There are 17 new recordings of old and new
songsincluding “Jarama’, sung by Arlo Guthrie
and Pete Seeger and “VivalaQuintaBrigada® by
Shay Black and Aoife Clancy. Contact Heather
Bridger at Appleseed Recordings, PO Box 2593,
West Chester, PA19380, USA [www.appleseed
rec.com] or try Tower Records or Borders
branches over here. Also available online at
[www.amazon.co.uk].

The Amigos (Friends of the International
Brigades) arranged the wonderful Homenajein
Spainin 1996, and since then have organised and
given adviceto travellerswishing to visit the his-
torical sights of the Spanish Civil War. However,
itisincreasingly difficult for them to deal withthe
many requests they receive, so you are urged to
try and organise your own visits and try and find
other sources of advice and help. Manuel
Requefia, of the Centro de Estudios y
Documentacion de las Brigadas | nternacional es,

Brief notes

Campus Universitario, 02071 Albacete says his
department would be willing to help. Email:
[cedobi @uclm.es]; website: [www.brigadasinter
nacionales.uclm.es|.

Rob Adams has been travelling extensively in
Spain recently, and has sent back many precise
details of hisjourney, including hotels, transport,
costs, archives, local newspaper offices etc. His
journeys this month have included Miranda del
Ebroin Burgos, Avilaand Segovia

The Working Class Movement Library in
Manchester has aconsiderable Spanish Civil War
and IB collection and would be pleased to receive
additions to their archives. Their website is
[www.weml.org.uk] or write to Alain Kahan,
Librarian, Working Class Movement Library, 51
The Crescent, Salford M5 4WX. If you have any
memorabilia, |etters, photos etc, particularly con-
nected to the North West, please contact them.

TheAssociation for the Recovery of Historical
Memory istrying to put pressure on the Spanish
government to help fund the process of finding
and examining the mass graves from the civil
war, exhuming the bodiesand identifying themin
order to hand them over to their families for bur-
ial. A press cutting from alocal English language
newspaper, sent by a friend in Alicante says:
“Time is running out for the generation who
experienced the civil war, but younger family
members are also taking up the gauntlet as they
do not want the truth about the civil war to die
with their grandparents.” Simon Manfield, as
mentioned in the last newsl etter, volunteered to
be a documentary illustrator for the association.
His drawings are till on display at the Imperial
War Museum North, Manchester, and it is hoped
we can also show some at our lecture at the
London Imperial war Museum next March.

The Basque Children of ’37 Association has
now beenin existencefor two years. Detailsfrom
the Secretary, Natalia Benjamin, 8 Hernes Road,
Oxford OX2 7PU or Membership Secretary,

Carmen Kilner, email: [membershipsecretary @
spanishrefugees-basquechildren.org]. Website:
[www.spani sh-refugees-basguechildren.org].

Dodgy websites: If, during the course of
research, you find obvious mistakesin the facts
about the Spanish Civil War, please either chal-
lengeit yoursdlf, or contact our historian, Richard
Baxdll: [r.baxell @blueyonder.co.uk].

Spotlight on Wales: With our Annual General
Meeting and social being held in Cardiff, aswell
as the re-publication of Hywel Francis's book
“Miners against Fascism”, focus has naturally
been onthemany volunteersfrom Wales. We said
inthelast Newsletter that Alun Menai Williams
was the last surviving Welsh Brigader, which
prompted Bob Peters to write and ask: “What
happened to me?’ Bob was born and bred in
Penarth, South Wales, but emigrated to Canadaas
ayoung boy. He went to Spain in February 1937
and joined the British Battalion. At that timethere
were not enough Canadians to form their own
battalion but he had expected to join the Mac-
Paps |ater. He was wounded at Brunete, but after
recovering in hospital became adespatch rider for
the duration of the war. After that he was unable
to return to Canada, and came to England —
although his heart is till obviously in Wales!
Alun Williamsis the last Brigader still living in
Wales. Hewasinthe Medica Corps, and remem-
bers his time in Spain “...as one of the finest
times of my life. | never found such friendship
and solidarity and comradeship....nothing com-
pared with the experience of fighting with men
who were in a battle not because they had been
enlisted but because of the power of their convic-
tions.” More on the Wel sh Brigaders can befound
inWendy Davies pamphlet, especially published
for the AGM and in Hywel Francis's book
“MinersAgainst Fascism” (Warren & Pell).

Songs: Andy Sinclair has found an excellent
Russian website containing interactive links to
songs from the Spanish Civil War including ver-
sions of “The Internationae’, “jA las

Honouring the Waterford Brigaders

Continued from front page

Jones, President of thel BM T, in the presenceof
MoeFishman, Secretary of the Veterans of the
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Liam Cahill, a
cousin of Mossie Quinlan who was killed at
Jarama, spoke on behalf of the families of
Waterford Brigaders, and piper Tom Casey, a
son-in-law of Peter O'Connor, played “The
Minstrel Boy” as alament in honour of those
heroes. Dolores Wild movingly read La
Pasionaria’sfarewell speech tothel nternational

Brigades, and Jimmy Kdly led all present ina
powerful rendition of “ Thelnternationale’.
Relatives of Waterford International
Brigader spresent included Terry Quinlan, only
surviving brother of M ossie Quinlan, the chil-
dren of Frank Edwards and Peter O’ Connor,
and relatives of Jackie Lemon. Relatives of
other International Brigaders — Peter Daly,
George Green, Maurice Levitas, Joe Monks,
Gery Doran, Eugene Downing, Terry
Flanagan, Sam Wild, Jack Jonesand Michael

O’Riordan —werealso present for an occason
that wasboth movingand inspiring.

Theunveiling ceremony waswidely reported
on national and local television, radioand press.
Awiderangeof photosfrom theceremony, plus
adetailed report, isalso availableon thewebsite
[http:/irishcitizenar my.tripod.com/waterford.
html]. We also gratefully acknowledge
“Waterford Today” for the photo by John
Power that isreproduced here(on pagel).

Manus O0’Riordan

Details of “ You Are History, You Are Legend”, a
commemorative booklet edited by Annette
O'Riordan, areon page?.

2

International Brigade Memorial Trust



Barricadas!” and “Jarama’: [http://sovmu-
sic.km.ru/english/inter.htm].

Remembering William Jackson:
Elizabeth Pettit has been an enthusiastic
member of the Trust for some time, and
recently placed some of her father’'s memo-
rabiliainthe archive at Albacete. Her father,
William Jackson, died when she wasyoung,
so she never learned from him about the
Spanish Civil War, but her brother Bill was
ableto tell her their father’s story, and this
inspired her to join the Trust and visit Spain.
Young William (Bill) remembered very
clearly the pride he felt when he said good-
bye to his father as he set off for Spain. At
14, he was just old enough to understand,
with the help of hispolitically minded father,
what the SCW was all about. William was
41 when he volunteered, and not in the best
of health, having been wounded twice dur-
ing World Wer |. After fighting at Jarama, he
was wounded once again at Brunete and
after aspell in hospital was sent back to the
UK, avery sick man, in August 1938. Many
membersin Scotland will remember “ Young
Bill” who was at the Annua Genera
Meseting in Glasgow last year, and will be
saddened to hear of his death in April, after
suffering a long illness during which
Elizabeth was his devoted carer.

Letters from the front: Antonio Diaz's
book of letters home from Manchester
Brigaders, which he has trandated into
Spanish, isalmost ready for publication, but
heis still looking for photographs of those
who sent them. The letters are in the
Working Class Movement Library, in
Manchester, so if you have donated | etters,
and have photos to accompany them, please
contact Antonio: [antdiaz@yahoo.co.uk].
Heisspecifically looking for photographs of
thefollowing:
e Ralph Cantor, killed July ' 37 Brunete
e Jud Coleman, died 2002
e Sidney Silvert, died 1979
e Monty Rosenfield, killedin Italy 1944
o Albert Maclntosh, killed 1945
e Leonard (Lol) Jordan, killed July *37
Brunete
e ThomasMoore, killed January ' 38 Teruel
e JoeFillingham, killed January ' 38 Teruel.
Antonio found the WCML very helpful and
supportiveand “amust for anyoneinterested
inany topic related to the working-class his-
tory”. He is aso pleased to report that the
Oldham memorial, which he had difficult
locating, ison public display now at Gallery
Oldham, Oldham Cultural Quarter, Greaves
Street, Oldham OL1 1AL.

Marlene Sidaway

President’s message

It was gratifying to see so
many people turn out for the
summer’s two main events,
the unveiling of the new
memorial at Waterford in
Ireland, dedicated to the 11
men who went from that city
to fight in Spain, and the
annual ceremony at Jubilee
Gardens, London, in honour of
the 2,100 men and women
who left these shores to fight
at the side of their Spanish
comrades in the struggle
against fascism. | was
personally delighted at the
attendance of American
veteran Moe Fishman who

spoke passionately at both
events, and Amigos president
Ana Pérez who gave a moving
and inspirational speech at
Jubilee Gardens.

October will see us gathered
in another city for our Annual
General Meeting, this time
Cardiff in Wales, a country
from which so many brave
comrades hailed, and we look
forward to honouring them at
the memorial in Alexandra
Gardens.

And so our work goes on. |
salute all who make a
contribution to our cause, and
value the strength of their
support in carrying the
message forward to the next
generation.

iSalud y suerte!

Jack Jones

Obituary

John Taylor

John Taylor, born Jan Theilenger in Mikulov, Czechod ovakia, on 25 October
19186, left hometo fight in Spain in 1936 and fought in many of themajor bat-
tles: Jamara, Brunette, the Ebro and at Barcelona. Hewasgiven leaveto goto
Parisat some stage, whence hereturned to Czechod ovakiato visit hisfamily,
who later disappeared, probably to Auschwitz.

He returned to Paris on his brother’s passport, fooling the Germans on the
train. He recrossed the Pyrenees, but ended up in a French prisoner of war
camp at the end of the war. After being released by the French he made his
way to England where he wasinterned in Sutton Park, Birmingham. Thanks
to hislinguistic skills he was recruited into the Commandos with whom he
saw considerable action and served with distinction during World War 11
before being wounded very badly by aphosphorus grenade.

After theend of war he settled in Bedfordshire.

Susie Taylor

et i S

TOWER HAMLETS INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE

In honour of the yolunteers who left Tower Hamlets

ta fight in the International Brigade. Spain 1936 - 1939,
They tought alongside the Spanish people to

stop Fascism ant save liberty and peace for all.

ey went because their open eyes could see no other way

“No Pasaran "

A memorial plaque to London’s Tower Hamlets volunteers on the front wall of the 0ld Town Hall (near
Shadwell station) was recently re-furbished hy two comrades who wished to remain anonymous.
We heartily thank them. On the side of the building there is a huge mural depicting the battle itself.
Were any of our other members there too? See page 4: ...and Cable Street”.

International Brigade Memorial Trust



News from home. . .

Charlie and Jean Matthews.

Brigader who came
back from the dead

At the age of 85, Charlie Matthews is one of the
youngest surviving International Brigaders from
Britain.

Asayoung man Charlie, who grew up in west
London, now liveswith hiswife Jean, in Cornwall,
joined the Labour League of Youth but was
expelled for demonstrating against the fascists at
Hammersmith Town Hall. He then joined the
Young Communist League and took part in the
Battle of Cable Street, where he was punched
unconscious by apoliceingpector.

Having seen fascism in action on the streets of
London, and experienced at first hand theresponse
of theforcesof law and order, Charliewaskeento
helpfight fascismin Spain. Heleft VictoriaStation
on hisown on aweekend ticket in February 1938,
under gtrict ingtructionsto talk to no one. Hetrav-
eled by train to Corbiéres, near Perpignan, where
hejoined other volunteers. After amedl, they were
taken by coach into the foothills of the Pyrenees
where they were issued with rope-soled dlippers
(alpargatas). They set off under cover of darkness,
so they could dodge the French border guards and
crossthe border into Spain.

After 17 hours they arrived at the fortress of

Figueras where conditions were poor and many
volunteers became lousy. After a couple of days
there, Charlie was taken down the coast by train
and then inland to Albacete, International Brigade
headquarters. After a few days there, they were
taken to Tarazona for training, and issued with
Russian rifles before being sent to the Aragon
front, where the battalion had just come out of “a
bit of abust-up”, as Charlie euphemistically put it.

They moved on to Chebola Valley for more
training before crossing the Ebro on 25 July and
moving close to Gandesa. Thiswas difficult and
dangerousasthey were Stukker-bombed dong the
Gandesa Road for dayson end, diving into ditches
when they heard the bombers coming.

On 23 September, the day the Brigaders were
told that they were to be withdravn Charlie
Matthews, with other volunteers, was taken pris-
oner. Immediately after their capture, they were
lined up, hands tied behind their backs.They
thought they were going to be shot.

Instead, they were taken to prisonsin Zaragoza,
Burgos, and San Pedro de Cardefias. San Pedro
was aterrible place. There was not enough food,
and everyone wasin rags and tatters. Therewasa
group of seven English-speaking prisoners, either
British or Irish, amongst whom were George
Wheder and Frank West. To while away thetime,
Charlie drew pictures of mouth-watering dishes,
such as sausage-and-mash, on the prison walls.
The prisonerswerefinally taken to San Sebastian,
a civil prison, where they awaited a prisoner
exchange. Charlie was repatriated in February
1939.

During histimein Spain, Charlie was reported
killed in action, and it was three months before he
arrived homeand thefamily werereunited. Heill
has a copy of “Chdlenge’ magazine, which
referred initsobituary —to the van-boy who fought
fascigts.

Taken from Pauline Fraser's interview with
Charlie and Jean Matthews at their home on 16
August 2004.

Remembering. . .
...Eugene Downing

Irish Brigader Eugene Downing, who died last
year, wrote many books, articles and essays about
the time he and other Irishmen spent in Spain. His
book “LaNifiaBonita/ agusAn Roisin Dubh” is
the first and only Irish language book ever pub-
lished on the subject, and adocumentary produced
by Arkhive@Esrasfor TG4's Cogar serieswill be
broadcast on 17 October.

In 1938, aged 25, Eugene joined Internationa
Brigadersfrom all over Europe and the Americas,
fighting at the Battle of the Ebro and waswounded
intheunsuccessful assault on Gandesa, “ Themorn-
ing beforewe came acrossthe river, wetook 5,000
prisoners and walked more than 20 miles. Franco
got thebad news. “El enemigo hapasado € Ebro”.
He started to strengthen the defensiveline; he had
the war equipment for this. “Suddenly, a bullet
went sraight through my left leg!” Hewasbrought
to the town of Corberaand then taken back to the
hospitd in Mataro, but his wound had become
infected and abel ow-the-knee amputation was nec-
essay.

He joked: “I can truthfully say thet | have one
footinthegrave.”

... and Cable Street

Brigader Charles Matthews (see Pauling's inter-
view on this page) reckons he must be one of the
few who remember Bloody Sunday a Gardner’s
Corner and Cable Street in 1936. Alun Menai
Williams was there, as was Sol Frankel, who
remembers digging up paving stonesfor the barri-
cades, and Lou Kenton.

Louwasin the Printers Anti-Fascis Movement
and on the organising committee rallying support

Ana Pérez at Jubilee Gardens

In her speech at the Jubilee Gardens gathering in July, Ana Pérez,
President of the Asociacion deAmigosdelasBrigadas| nternacionales, said
how happy she was to accept our invitation to speak on behalf of the
Amigos, asfor them it meant arecognition of their activitiesfrom 1995
onwards. During thistime their main purpose has been to recover the
memory and bring back to the present what the I nternational Brigades
meant for the Spaniar ds, both during the Spanish Civil War and after it.
The Spanish Republic had been deserted by the Western democr atic
gover nments, but received thesupport of thousandsof men and womenin
all thecountries of theworld and the Inter brigadistaswerethevanguard
of all that great movement of solidarity. They did not hesitatetoleavefam-
ily, job, friends, homeland to come and fight in Spain, giving their youth
andriskingtherr livesin defenceof liberty. Almost athird of thevolunteers
sacrificed their livesin Spain, and many other swerewounded. Even after
their withdrawal at the end of 1938, the Brigader scontinued fighting side

by sidewith the Spanish Republican army in or der toprotect theretreat of
the Spanish peopletowar dsFranceand many shared their fatein thecon-
centration campsof France, Austriaand Germany.

These are things you do not forget, said Ana, they are things passed
down from gener ation to gener ation and becomepart of the Spanish peo-
pl€scollectivememory.

Now therestoring of historical memory ishighly topical in Spain and it
isimportant that the truth be told about the civil war and the Franco
regime—over which either acompletesilenceor ahigtorical falsenesshas
reigned — and the Spanish people are ill in need of the witness and
testimony of the Brigaders, in order towriteatruehistory of which both
arepart.

Anaconcluded: “They had Spainin their heartsin 1936 —and for many
yearssincethen —and they too will alwaysbein the heartsof the Spanish
people”

Edited by Marlene Sdaway; full text available fromMarlene (addresson
front page).
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for resstance to the
proposed march.
That day, his job
was to patral “the
frontier” of this
resstance on his
motorbike.  The
route of Modey's
march was changed
on police advice,
but Louweas gbleto
get the protesters
into the most effec-
tivepositions. When
it was known that the Blackshirts would march up
Cable Street, crowdsrushed to build barricadesand
that was when the fight really started. Lou thinks
this was probably the first time the cry “No
pasaran” washeardin Britain.

Three weeks later, he travelled to Spain on the
same motorbike. When he arrived at the hospital
whichwashisbase, hefound theambulancewhich
the printers had raised money to send. Clearly the
battle of Cable Street, and the many instances of
oppodition to Sr Oswad Modey and his
Blackshirts in London and elsewhere influenced
many of thosewho volunteered to goto Spain.

Lou Kenton.

&

From Glasgow to
Spain

“From the Calton to Cataonia’, a play about the
experiences of agroup of Scots during the Spanish
Civil War, written by John and Willy Maey, is
being presented once again by Kayos Thestre
Company, thistimein Glasgow. Theplay’saction
flitsbetween aprison cdll in Spain and the East End
of thecity.

Glasggow's contribution to the Internationa
Brigades is agtonishing. Of 2,100 British volun-
teers, 500 were from Scotland, half of those from
Glasgow. One of them was JamesMaley, theplay-
wright'sfather, now a 96 one of thefew surviving
Brigaders. The gtarting point for the play was his
ownimprisonment in Spainfor sx monthsin 1937,
after being captured at Jarama, where many of his
comradesfell.

Theplay isbased on atrue story inwhich James
mother saw newsred footagein aloca cinemaof
her son under fascist guard. She pursued thered to
another picture houseand had theframescut for her
by the projectionist. Therest of the play isfiction,
but fiction based on thefact of acourageous contri-
bution by citizens stegped in commitment and radi-
cdismto acrucia cause to which the world was
dow torespond.

“ From the Calton to Catalonia” : 1-4 December,
8pm, at the Trarmway, 25 Albert Drive, Glasgow;
box office: 0141-422 2023.

...and abroad

Berlin meeting
condemns risein
neo-fascism

The Sommertreffen, the annual gathering of the
German Internationd Brigade solidarity organisa
tion Kampfer und Freunde, KFSR, (Fighters and
Friends of the Spanish Republic 1936-1939) took
placein Berlin from 27 to 29 August. The week-
end’s events included the organisation’s annua
genera meeting, adiscussion of anti-fascis workin
Europe and an exchange of ideas on how groups
supporting the International Brigaders across the
continent could best work together.

Four Internationd Brigadersattended theevents:
Kurt-dulius Goldstein, Erich Teppich and Kurt
L ohberger from Germany and Albert Santer from
Luxembourg. Tario Rubio, aveteran of the Spanish
Republican forces, attended from Barcelona

Kurt Goldstein, former secretary of the
International Federation of Resistance Fightersand
dill actively leading the Auschwitz Survivors
Group, said that in the 1950s and 60s few would
have thought that we would still be discussing the
thresat of fascisminthe 21t century. Butinthe new
century, commemorations take place for Rudolf
Hess. How long, heasked, wouldit bebeforeHitler
was aso commemorated? Never had there been
such adangeroustimefor international fascism, he
told the meeting.

Erich Teppich echoed these words and reminded
those present that in 1936 the Soviet Union existed.
Inthe present day therewas no such balance.

Tario Rubio said hewas very pleased that there
were SO many memorials outside Spain to com-
memorate the International Brigades. However,
there was precious little to commemorate those
Brigadersand Republican soldierswho had beenin
concentration camps. In particular he drew atten-
tionto the completelack of memoriasat thesteof
the more than 300 concentration camps which
Franco created during the repression which fol-
lowed the Spanish Civil War.

AnaPérez represented the Spanish Amigosat the

From left to right: Kurt-Julius Goldstein, Albert Santer, Kurt
Lohberger and Erich Teppich.

Sommertreffen, and  representatives  of
International Brigade veterans and supporters
organisations from Sweden, Hoalland, France,
Luxembourg, the Czech Republic and Britain also
attended.

The meeting passed aresolution drafted by the
KFSR cdling on the Bundestag to stop honouring
the memory of Nazi Wehrmacht officers, such as
pilot Werner Molders, who had fought with the
Condor Legion on the Ebro and had taken part in
bombing raids on Britain, France and the Soviet
Union. Molders and others have been memori-
alised in place names, and, despite a Bundestag
decisonin 1998 to put astop to thispractice, it ill
continues, while attempts are made to remove
memoriasto International Brigedersand anti-fas-
cigt fighterssuch asHansKahle (seebelow).

Pauline Fraser

e Harad Wittstock aderted us to the fact that a
memoria stoneto Hans Kahle, in Karstadt in the
former German Democratic Republic is under
threat. A school named after Hans Kahle has aso
been re-named. We were happy to send aletter of
support in the campaign to save the memoria to a
man who was highly praised and respected for his
fight againgt fascism in his own country, in Spain,
and in Britain during World Wer 11 as part of the
Free German Movement.

e The Canadian Mackenzie-Papineau Memorid
Fund recently unveiled an additiond plaqueat their
memoria in Ottawain the presence of the ambas-
sadors of Finland and Ukraine. The Mac-Paps are
also working on developing and expanding their
webdte, whichis[www.macpapbattaion.ca).

e Professor Yo Kawanari of Sagahihara, Japan,
has been studying the Spanish Civil War since
1975. He met Nan Green and Bill Alexander dur-
ing his researches and recently visited our
archivesinthe Marx Memoria Library to present
his book about six British volunteers who gradu-
ated from Cambridge. Professor Kawanari also
plans to write articles about the civil war for

Japanese newspapers.

e Anyonelooking for further informa-
tion about events in/ around Marca,
Catalonia, should contact: [nojubilem
lamemoria@yahoo.com].

e The Ebro Memorid project hasbeen
postponed and will probably now hap-
pen around April or May; full detailsin
thenext Newdetter.

o American veteran Milt Wolff is cur-
rently organising his manuscripts (with
Heather Bridger’s help) and trying to
find a Spanish publisher for his mem-
oirs. Cananyonehelp?
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e Our archives: wehaveagresat ded of
information about Brigaders on our archivesand,
with therecent acquisition of thosefrom
Maoscow, wewill have more—but if any of you
have information about individuals mentioned,
please get in touch, and help Jim (Carmody) keep
the archives up-to-date. Email [jamescarmody @
yahoo.co.uk].

e Michad Ferguson: Michadl Mortonis
searching for information about hisgrandfather,
Brigader Michadl Ferguson, aminer, originaly
from Scotland, and amember of the Communist
Party, who walked to Derbyshirelooking for
work and settled in Chesterfield in 1922. He
moved to Bolsover and Mansfield before settling

Brigaders’ Reunion

Thesefrail old men areyoung and strong
today,

Bearing the banner upright asthey stand
Steadied with sticksor helped by caring hands
Protectiveasthe tonearmsround their dead.

Yet oncethese samelegsclimbed the Pyrenees
By smugglers pathsin sheltering of night,
With spiritshigh and blistered urban feet

They cameto aid the Spanish people sfight.
Solong ago and yet so closeat hand,
Theweary blur of battleon strangeground,
Theheat and cold, thehunger and thethirst,
Pers sencewhentheoddswereall against.

Now anew speaker tellstheold bravetae,
Putting somesort of patterntothewhoale,
Thesong that waysfollowssoundsagain
Ragged at first —“ Jarama’ —thenthepain

And prideswell out tofill their shrinking
world...

Andwewhowerenot therejoinin, aware
Their fading eyes show what we cannot heer,
Theagdessquiltthat dl survivorsfed

That they liveon when friendsand comrades
fell.

For them—and us—and brothersnot yet born,
Weraiseclenched fistsand shout “jNo
pasaran!”
Connie Fraser
ToHarry/ 1998

IBMT Newsletter

Editor: Geraldine (Gerry) Abrahams
Email: [gerry@reelscoop.freeserve.co.uk]
Production Coordinator: Jim Jump
Email: [jimjump@mac.com]

Canyou help?

inKirkby in Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, having
been blacklisted for his CPactivities. Michael
Fergusondiedin 1959, and it isonly recently, on
the death of hiswidow, that hisinvolvementin
Spain hascometo light. We can’t find anything
about himin our archives— but perhaps some of
our Brigaders might remember him or perhaps
some of our memberswere comradesin his|ater
life? Michael Morton would be grateful for any
information. Contact him at 19 Bruce Street,
Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2EL or phone 01793-
512823.

e Carlidevolunteers: Valantin Sagesti of 14
Mosside Road, Ayr KA8 9ET hasenquired about
volunteersfrom Carlise. He believed therewere
six but our historian, im Carmody, could only
find details of five: William Joseph Fennelly,
William Lomas, Alec Torrance, John Wilson and
Peter Robinson; also two others: Hugh Sater,
originaly from Carlide, and Patterson Pullar who
may have been bornthere. If anyone has more
information, pleaselet usknow.

o Aberdeen volunteers: Mike Mackay has
enquired about volunteers from Aberdeen. Of
coursewe pointed himin thedirection of the John
Londragan House, the Trades Council
headquarters, which houses one of thetwo
identical memoria plagues—the other isinthe
Aberdeen Concert Hall. Therewere 18 volunteers
from Aberdeen, five of whom did not return. Jm
Carmody pointsout that itisvery likely there
were other volunteers perhgpsborn and bred in
Aberdeen, but who had moved away by 1936 and
listed adifferent addresswhen joining up. Mike's
addressis 12 Buckie Walk, Bridge of Don,
Aberdeen AB22 8DF.

e William John Dickson: Elaine Brown hopes
to find out more about her great uncle, William
John Dickson, from Mussalburgh & Prestonpans,
alabourer and member of the Communist Party,
attached to the anti-tank battery of the XV British
Battdion. Hewaskilled at Brunetein July 1937.
Hisdeath, and thet of hiscomrade Jack Black was
remembered by another comrade, Bill Cranston,
in“Voicesfrom the Spanish Civil War”. If anyone
has moreinformation, photosetc, pleasegetin
touchwiththe IBMT.

o WillieKeegan: Alex Shearer hassentina
query about Willie Keegan of Baillieston,
Glasgow, who waskilled at Brunete, aged 27. In
the 12-year-old newspaper cutting which Alex
sent thereisapleato help find the missing banner
that commemorated Willie'ssacrifice. Hasit
turned up during the past 12 years?

e \Welsh Brigaders: Wendy Lewisisproducing
abooklet to accompany our Annual General
Mesting eventsin Cardiff and would liketo hear

from Brigadersor their familiesfrom Waleswho
have memorabiliaor other contributionswhich
could beincluded. Email: [wendy.lewis2@aladd
inscave.net] or writeto: 172 Pandy Road,
Bedwas, Caerphilly CF83 8EP; tel: 029-208
89514.

e NoPasaran! isan historical and educationa
group dedicated to the memories of thosemen
from Derry, Donegal and Tyronewho with other
volunteersfrom all over Ireland went to Spainin
defence of the Republic from 1936 t0 1938. The
project would liketo hear from anyonefromthe
north west of Ireland who had afamily member, a
brother, an uncle or agrandfather etc who took
part in theinternationd resistanceto sharetheir
storiesand information, to pay tributeand to
honour their memories. No Pasarén! aso
welcomesanyonewho would liketo assist. From
the north west there were names such as Thomas
Traynor (viaToronto), John Murphy (via
London), Eamon McGrotty, George Gorman,
Jack Flynn, James Donad, James Campbell,
Hugh O’ Donnell (astoker), Paddy O’ Daire,
Paddy Roe McLaughlin, Paddy Glacken, Phil
Boyleand Hugh Bonar. Contact:
[xvbrigade@yahoo.i€].

e Harry Carass: John Carass has pointed out
that ashewasbornin 1944, it isimpossiblethat
hisfather Harry Carass could have beenkilled in
Spain, aslisted on our roll of honour. Apparently
Harry wasimprisoned in Barcelona, but escaped
and made hisway back to England in a Swedish
ship, arriving ayear later and after many ports of
call. im Carmody, our historian, wasdelighted to
havethe mystery of Henry (Harry) Carasscleared
up. He has been trying to solve the mystery for
yearsl However, John would liketo find out more
about hisfather, if anyone remembershim either
in Spainor later. Hewasaclerk from Allerton,
Leeds, joined the battalion at Albacete on 11
February 1937 and four days|ater wasfighting at
Jarama. After that point al traceof himin Spainis
lost. Contact John on [j.carass@ntlworld.com]
[xvbrigade@yahoo.i€].

e Book exchange: If you have any books about
the Spanish Civil War you don’t need, send the
list to ChrisHall, who may be ableto find agood
homefor them. If you arelooking for abook, let
him know and we' Il put an apped inthe
Newdetter. Both booksrequested inissue 8 were
found. Contact [christoff _hall@yahoo.com] or by
post: 286 Brantingham Road, Manchester M21
OQU. Chrishashad arequest foraDVD or VHS
copy of the Spanishfilm“Libertarias’, and
someone else asked if any Trust members could
get adiscount on Richard Baxell’sbook onthe
British Battalion. Why not ask your library to
stock it, and then it will be availableto many
more people!

International Brigade Memorial Trust



Books

An exhaustive account of the British
Battalion

“British Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War: the British Battalion in the
International Brigades 1936-1939” by Richard Baxell, Routiedge, London and
New York, 2004, 221pages, £65 hardback.

Richard Baxel'sbook isawonderful example of how exhaustive research can
be presented in aclear and interesting manner. It isessentid reading for al
thosewho would liketo know more about the British in the I nternational
Brigades, whatever their level of studies. Mapsand tablesmakebasic
information eesly bleand thewell-chosen quotationsin the text offer
many insghtsinto the attitudes and fedings of thevolunteers.

Thewedth of new information now available about the Brigades, including
materia from recently opened archivesin Moscow, hasbrought aresurgence of
interest amongst historians. Dr Baxel| draws on these sourcesand, whilst valu-
ing the contributions made by earlier authors such as Bill Rust and Bill
Alexander who had themsalves been members of the battalion, aso engages
with controversid issuesthat are currently being re-examined. He challenges
someof thetheoriesthat have appeared in recent publications, examining their
largely critical perspective ontherole of the Brigadesand Brigadersasindivid-
uaswith scrupulouscare.

Thebook’sbrief introductory outline on the events|eading to the outbreak of
war in Spainisfollowed by two chapters on the background of the British vol-
unteers, explaining who they were and why they went. The fascinating explo-
ration of what motivated the volunteers shows how they were drawn together
in thefight againgt fasciam, dthough their previous experiences of campaign-
ing in Britain had varied from protests to gain the right to ramble in the Pesk
Disgtrict to violent clasheswith the Blackshirts of the British Union of Fascists.

Subsequent chapterscover the part played by theBritish Battdioninthemain
campaigns of thewar. Military disasters arereviewed in detail and eventsthat
have since become legendary are thoroughly examined, such asthe capture of
the British Machine Gun Company at Jarama. However, amidst the strategy
and tactics of the battles, the author never loses sight of the human beings
involved, and readersare kept vividly aware of thetremendous stressesand dif-
ficultiesthat individua swere facing in the chaos of war. Thefacesin the pho-
tographsbear expressions of seasoned determination and wearinessmore often
than youthful amiles.

A further chapter gives aharrowing account of the experiences of the mem-
bers of the battalion who were taken prisoner. Those who were fortunate
enough not to be shot had grim memories of the unsanitary conditions, lack of
food and besatings during themonthsthey spent ascaptives. Richard Baxell dso
gives amoving description of their efforts to develop strategiesto make life
bearable and their valiant escape attempts. Amongst the men who were repatri-
ated in prisoner exchanges there were some who returned to fight again in
Spain, despite knowing they faced certain execution if captured again.

Inthefinal chapter, “British volunteersfor liberty or Comintern army?”, Dr
Baxd| examinesthiscontentiousquestionin detail, considering therelationship
of the Communist Party with the volunteers as symbiotic rather than parasitic.
He also reviews the evidence regarding the trestment of deserters, retaining a
clear senseof the context in which difficult decisions had to be taken.

Referenceisaso madetointernationd rivariesamongst themen andin par-
ticular the rel ationship between the Spanish and the International Brigaders.
Given the ever-increasing numbers of Spaniards in the battalions of the
International Brigades, needed as replacements for casualties, and the reluc-
tance of many of the British to spesk foreign languages, problems of commu-
nication must have been very commonplace. Onevolunteer, JoeMonks, iscited
ashaving justified thislack of enthusiasm to learn Spanish by claiming there
was “a superstition that anybody that started to study Spanish grammar got
killed”. But later he was prepared to concede that this was probably “just an
excusefor not doing it”. Thetensions and comradeship in the interactionstak-
ing placeat grass-rootslevel between Brigadersand Spanish soldiersand civil-

iansmust surely be asubject worthy of moreextensiveresearchinthefuture,
A copy of thedatabase that was created during the research process has now
been placed in the Internationa Brigade Archives a the Marx Memorid
Library in London.
Angela Jackson
Thisedited reviewwasfirg carried inthe’ The\olunteer” , journal of theveter-
ansof the AbrahamLincoln Brigade and has been reproduced with the permis-
sion of Angela Jackson, author of “ British Vbmen and the Spanish Civil War” .

Bob Doyle in Spanish

“Nemorias de un Rebelde sin Pausa” by Bob Doyle, Asociacion de Amigos de las
Brigadas Intemacionales, Madrid, 2002, 187pages, €12 paperback.

For most readersit will come as a disappointment that Bob Doyl€'s autobiog-
raphy has yet to be published inits original English, even though the Spanish
trandation hasbeenin print snce 2002,

Doyle's memoairs chronicle alife of poverty in Dublin and exploitation as
childlabour inWicklow (whileofficidly in care), aswell aspost-war activities
asatradeunion activist in the British newspaper industry.

Spain, however, remains centrd to hisnarrative, not least hisrecord of crue-
tiesand savage bestings experienced in the Spanish fascist concentration camp
of San Pedro de Cardefia. Hisaccount of his capture along with Frank Ryanin
March 1938 is both vivid and poignant. Ryan's courageous behaviour as an
officer in the face of an assault by an Italian fascist officer is dramaticaly
recounted, as well as the restraining influence of Doyle himself and Jackie
Lemon of Waterford in saving him from further beatings. And then thereisthe
heart-wrenching description of the conversation between Ryan and Doyle as
they are being marched off as prisoners, when Ryan simply informs his com-
rade: “They published my book today” . Some book launch!

Manus 0’Riordan

In brief...

e “You Are Higtory, You Are Legend” edited by Annette O’Riordan,
Relativesand Friends of Waterford International Brigaders, Waterford,
2004, 31pages, €10 paper back. Thisisacommemorative booklet issuedina
limited edition of 1,000 copies in conjunction with the unveiling of the
Waterford International Brigade monument in july. It is an anthology of
accounts of the 11 Waterford volunteers from the very outset of the Spanish
anti-fascigt war to the XVth Brigade'sfinal battle and isextensively illustrated
with higtorical photos, some being published for the very first time. It isavail-
ablefor €10, inclusive of postage, from Sean Kelly, 3 Breffni Close, Lismore
Lawn, Waterford City, Irdland.

e Andy Croftistheauthor of “ ComradeHeart —Alifeof Randall Swingler”,
the extraordinary story of the English poet, godson of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, communigt, librettist, publisher, propagandist and war hero.
Swindler wrote thefirst play about the war in Spain (performed at the Unity
Theatrein October 1936) aswell aspart of the text (with Auden) of Benjamin
Britten's“Ballad of Heroes’, written to mark the return of the British Battaion
in 1939. Hed so published and co-edited Nancy Cunard' sfamousquestionnaire
about the civil-war. “Comrade Heart” is published by Manchester University
Press, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9NR. Tel: 0161 275 2310.

e Warren & Pdll hasan ever-growing list of re-publications about the Spanish
Civil War —“Britonsin Spain” by William Rust, “ The Book of the XVth
Brigade’ and “Miners Against Fascism” by Hywel Francis. Others are
planned. Contact AlanWarren at: The Old Bible Chrigtian Chapdl, High Strest,
Aberyschan, Pontypool, Torfaen NP4 7AG or [warren.ofbooks@virgin.net].
Website: [www.warrenandpe Ipublishin.co.uk].
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International Brigade Memorial Trust

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Saturday 16 October 2004

at 3pm, Temple of Peace, Cathays Park, Cardiff*

Agenda

1. Chairman’sopening remarks.

2. Apologiesfor absence.

3. Minutesof previousAGM.

4. Matersarisng.

5. Secretary’sreport.

6. Treasurer’sreport.

7. Election of officers**

8.Any other business.

9. Daeand time/place of next AGM.

10. Chairman’'sclosing remarks.

* Directions and accommodation guidance available from Marlene
Sdaway (IBMT Secretary) at 37 Reginald Road, London E7 9HS tel: 020-
8555 6674; email: [ marlenes daway@hotmail.com] .

** Please|et Marlene know if you intend to come, and if you would like to
stand for election to the committee or office.

Annual accounts

Theannua accountsof the Trust will be presented for approval a theAnnua
Generd Mesting. They have dready been approved by the Committee, sub-
ject to independent scrutiny by a chartered accountant and submitted to the
Charity Commissioners. In summary, the accounts are hedlthy with an accu-
mulated surplusof £13, 580 being carried forward. Thesurplusfor 2004 will
not be so great because of exceptiona items of expenditure, the largest of
whichisthereplacement for the banner. | am not proposing that there should
beany increasein subscriptionsfor thenext year. | would be happy to answer
any questions about the accounts at theAGM or at other times.

Peter Crome, Treasurer
GeraldineAbrahamswrites: Wewerevery grateful toreceive£2,600in cash
donations from over a dozen trade unions and companies for the AGM in
Glasgow, aswell asdonationsin kind of wine, food and facilities.

Accommodation

Most of usare staying at the Angel Hotel in Castle Street. Rates, including
breskfast, are £150 for two nightsfor two peopleadl in, or £92 per room for

one night, singles £75 per night. To book tel: 029-2064 9201 (Monday-
Friday 9am-6pm) or 029-2064 9200. Quote the IBMT. Otherwise contact
the Cardiff Visitor Centre, tel: 029-2022 7281 which haslists of hotelslarge
and amall, aswell asB& B accommodeation.

Timetable for Saturday 16 October

e 1.30pm: Assemble &t the International Brigades Memorial, Alexandra
Gardens, Cathays Park, Cardiff; speskers: First Minister for Wales Rhodri
Morgan AM, Hywel FrancisMPand IBMT President Jack Jones. Wreath
layingwill befollowed by Cor Cochion Caerdydd singing “ Jarame!’.

o 2pm: Light refreshmentsin the Temple of Peace.

o 3pm: Annua Genera Mesting.

o 5pm: Video showing of “Into the Fire: American Women in the Spanish
Civil War”.

e 7pm-11pm: Socia evening in the Temple of Peace, with buffet and bar;
£6 (including first drink, othersdl £1); entertainment by: Dave Burns, Frank
Henessey and Cor Cochion Caerdydd. In order to help the caterers, please
let IBMT Secretary Marlene Sidaway know if you intend to come.

Sunday 17 October

At Pendragon House, Cross Street, Caerleon, ablueplaquewill beunveiled
to commemorate the Basgue refugee children who stayed there. The cere-
mony will take place at noon and it is hoped that some people might stay on
after the AGM to attend. Caerleon is about 18 milesfrom Cardiff. Details
from Natalia Benjamin of the Basgue Children of *37 Association on
01865-459 744.

Schools competition

To mark the occasion of our AGM in Cardiff, the Welsh Centre for
Internationa Affairsisholding acompetition for schoolsand collegeswitha
firgt prize of £150, second prize £100 and third prize £50.

Students are asked to research the role of the Internationa Brigadesin the
Spanish Civil War and do one of thefollowing:

1) Writean essay on theinvolvement of Waesinthewar.

2) Write several diary entries as if you were a Welsh member of the
International Brigade, describing eventsand emations.

3) Many peoplewho went on to befamousin other fieldswereinvolved in
the International Brigade. Research one of these and write about their
involvement and theimpact it had on their lives.

Full details and rules can be obtained from Sephen Thomas, CEWC-
Cynru, Templeof Peace, Cathays Park, Cardiff CF10 3AP.

In brief

e The statue of Dolores Ibarruri, La
Pasionaria, situated at Custom House Quay in
Glasgow and rededicated at last year’s Annual
General Meeting, is one of Historic Scotland’s
new list of buildings in the city considered
important enough to be preserved for their spe-
cial historical or architectural interest. The
memorial, created in 1974 by Liverpudlian
sculptor Arthur Dooley, is Glasgow’s tribute to
the 2,100 British volunteers who went to Spain
to fight fascism. The statue bears the famous
guotation: “Better to die on your feet than live
forever on your knees” IBMT Secretary
Marlene Sidaway has meanwhile received

information from the Friends of War Memorials
who can hel p with the processif wewant to con-
sider having other memorials listed. Contact
Marlene for more information (see front page
for details).

e Owen Hardisty, an active member of the
University of the Third Age, Luton branch, wrote
an article for their newdletter about William
James (Joe) Gough who left Luton on 15
October 1936 to go to Spain. Joe joined the
Thaelmann Battalion along with agroup of fel-
low Britons, which saw action at Cerro de los
Angeleﬁ Casade Campo, and at Boadilla, where
the battalion suffered appalling losses, and Joe
was killed. Hisisjust one of hundreds of stories

of ordinary, committed men who volunteered for
Spain. These stories need to be told to a wider
audience, so that their names and deeds will live
on. A photocopy of the articleis available from
Marlene Sidaway (seefront pagefor details).

e The anti-fascist “ Searchlight” magazine is
carrying a story in this month’s (September)
issue: “You are history, you are legend: Irish
International Brigader sremembered” by Ken
Kesble.

e TheMarx Memorial LibraryinLondonis
organising a series of autumn lectures on
Mondays and an introduction to socialist films
on Tuesdays. For detailstel: 020-7253 1485.
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