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Hello evervane,

Welcome 1o the 2nd edi-
tion of the LBMT Newsletter,
and thanks to all of vou who
senl such posithve responses fo
the first omne

Theve are detaily ol 13
| July Meeting in London on the
back page. Hopefully the
wearther will be betfer this vear,
beat it il 't dampen onr spirits

vou av passible will be able fo
Fricake if,

The provisional date for
the A.G M. iy Sefurcay, 5 Oclo-
ber. It was agreed at the Com-
mittee meeting, 11 May, fo hold
this in Manchester. {venie fo e
arvanged) It was suggesied thar
it cowld also be o social occa-
slon,  perhaps with a concert
afterwards - full details in the
mext  Newsletter, Any com-
ments’ suppestions, please el
e Enaw, Enjoy the Newsiletfer
Saind,

Marlene,

Greraldine ( Gerry) Abrahams
germyvidreelscoop. freeserve co.uk

Prodn Coopdinaros: Jim Jump

fast vear, and | hope ax many of

Memories of Making Music in Spain

Herbert and Hans Remmel’s research about their uncle Willi has stirred
some poignant memories for the family of Botish volunteer George
Green who was killed on the Ebro front in 1938,

Willi had formed a musical group with classical musician George Green
during the Spanish Civil War, and was among those German anti-fas-
cists who, in the aftermath of the defeat of the Spanish Republic, were
imprisoned by the French Government in the Gurs internment camp and
subsequently handed over 1o the Nazis,

Willi was moved from one concentration camp to another during World
War 11, from Sachsenhausen to Buchenwald to Mauthausen, before
heing liberated by the Red Army. In the post-war years George's widow
Man, by then the International Brigade Association Secretary, continued
to correspond with Willi. He died in Leipzig in 1970

Georpe Green (oeklol,
Willi Remmel {violm) &
Man (ereen {sccordian|
ey i musical interiude
turing the Spamish Wir

There is an Irish connection to this story too, Herbert Remmel, who
had been among a group of German children fostered by Irish families
from 1946 1o 1949 due to the post-war hardship of their families, paid
a visit to Dublin in May, and met up with Irish Intemational Brigader
Michael O'Riordan, whom he had met at a veterans” commemaoration
in Berlin in 1996. He also visited the grave of celebrated International
Brigader Frank Ryan. Herbert's father, Chnistian Remmel, had been a
member of the anti-Nazi Resistance in Cologne until his betrayal and
arrest in November 1944, Sentenced to death he was, however, liber-
aied by LS. troops

Herbart and Hans would lika o hear from any ofher vatarans or their relatives who
might have memonss of Willl, The sddress is-Herterl Raemmal, An cer Kopped b
O-1% 065 Pinnaw, Gamany. E-mail Heremmi@igms de



Brief Notes

* The 5.C.W. Exhibition at the lmperial War Museum was very
successiul, generaling much inbcrest. Brigoders were mviled to
the opening, and o several other events, and many were inter-
viewed for local papers. We are grateful to the organisers, pas-
ticularty Penny Ritchie-Calder and Christopher Dowling, For
their help and suppon for the Trust. They have sand we can have
the Roll of Honour bainers, with the names of those who deed
in Spain, which festwred at the end of the exhibition. Any
dicrepancies will be corrected when we find a penmanent home
for it. Marx House, where the LB.A. archives are kept, has no
spacee 1o exhibit i, s0 we are looking for other suitable venues,

* We have agresd to affiliate 1o the Mory Memorial Library,
which will hopefully moke it easier for members (0 acoess the
archaves. Incidentally, our researcher. Jim Cormody, has asked
for feed-hack from those people be has Tound information for,
It°s importand for him 1o keep his orchives up-to-date, so please
bet him know if his information has helped vou to find out more,

* Oin May 9th. 1 laid a wreath ot the Soviet War Memorial tn the
grounds of the | W.M. The ceremony was preceded by Fifms of
e Chmined Tsforads, and o talk by Robert be Sueur about condi-
thoms during the Mazi occupation and the bravery of those whoe
helped prisoners. On the same day (C.1 Liberation Doy} Rob
Smith and Manusl Moreno lnid & wresth on our behalf @ the
Memarial Ceremany in Jersey and Fernando de Lo Torre kaid o
wreath in memory of the Spanish Republicans who pershed
there,

* The Summer Meeting of the Kampfer und Freunde der Span-
ishen Republik will take place on 7 and & September at the Kon-
gressholel Rahnsdor?, Berlin, The topic is "fntermational Sofli-
dariry- the fight in Spain - fight for peace today”. Secretary Haor-
ald Wittstock snid the K.F.5 R.would heartily welcome friends
from siher countries. The cost will be abowt 75 ewro {150, M)
fior ome might inc. breskibs & three meaks. 17 you would like o
go, please contact Horald Wittstock, Alfred-Ramd-Scrasse 11,
12559 Berlin. Teld9 30 65495800, or e-mul
HWittstockir sol.com

* As mentioned in the first newsletier, "La Calumna” is a living
history group of enaclers whi recently set up a Spanish Civil
Wir Croup. They are taking pant in the Lomdon Hessoriceal
Action Spectaculor st Bedfont Lakes Country Park, Feltham,
Wit London, on 6-7 July, Further information from Kevin Cot-
grave (Tel.OIZ1 384 7145) or Richard Thorpe:

tharpe.ortizia btinemet.com

* Afler Foices frmr @ Mounfadn was sereensd ot the Imperinl
War Museum, several members of the London Socialist Film
Co-op expressed an interest i showing if, They promode social-
ist culture by armanging sereenings of a wide rmnge of films,
with informed discussions afterwards. Screenings on Sunday
afternoons 130 for 2,00 st Birkbeck College, Malet 51, WC.
Admizsion £5.30, Cocs. £3.50 Discount to onnual members,
100 Detnils from: LSFC, 13, Foundling Court, Brunswick
Cenire, Londom, WO 10QE, Tel, 020-72TK-5T6.

* Two Comraddes noticed thut the LB, Mlague in Cable Street,
London, Ei is in need of refurbishment, and have voluneered
to armange and pay for it YWe are very grateful o them, and hope
o have "before! after” pictures in the next M. It is & reminder
to ws all o keep manitoring Memarinls wherever and whatever
ihey are - troes, park benches, plagues...

* Jo Cagritt remembered a tree planted in Acton Park, Ealing in
My 2000, and the inscription on a ombsione in Powerstock,
W. Dorset 10 "John Pascal Rickman who died in Spain in Feb.
1937, aged 26 years. He gave his life in the cause of Freedom”
* The Rev, George MeCabe wrode 0 me of his thoughts when
he visited the Memoaraal to Lothian & Fife Volunteers in Princes
Street Gardens, Fdivbungh, 11's good w visit and remember,

* Another reminder of how research con be a dual advaniage,
Henther Stewart in Australia requested information about Ralph
Fos. 'When | realised she lived near a Brignder we hadn't heard
from For seme dme, | asked ber o try to make contact. She did,
and found Brigader Paulin Paul in good bealih, ar 90, and very
helpful in ber rescarch shout the SCW. | was mortified when
I realised | had been addressing *Ms. Pauline Paul®, and send
Mr Paul my apobogies - | blame Bill's handwriting!

* Angeln fackson™s excellent Len Crome Memorinl Lecture
was very well atended, and enlivensd for Brigaders present by
u couple of bottles of wine she hod brought from Casa Pinet in
the village of Tarbena, inland from Benidorm, For those who
hiave not visited Cusa Panet, i s full of photos, posters, letters
und memorabilia of working class struggles around the world,
and particulardy those of the Spanish Civil War. If you are on
holiday in the aren, it's well worth a visie Thee s always o
wirm welceme ffom leronimo Pinei and the food i3 excel-
bent, but as | remember i, the road home is treacherous, s
OME of you will have 1o stay sober enough 1o drive!

* Mewsquest in Chxlordshie is hoping o do a feature on the
volunteers who went to Spain from the Maoeris Car factory
Cowley, Jim has founsd three possible names, "Jock Birrell,
AL Smith and {possibly) Nichalas Vasiliow, we don’ think
any of them are s1ill with us, bt it you have any information,
please et in touch with Mewsguest a1 Osney Mead, Onxiiond,
OXZ OE): Tel 01865 42 52 62 or e-mail aewsidngo.com

* Foomote: Chverheand by Davad Leach ot a showing of his film
151 usher: "Whai's this one about then™  Inil usher: * Jost some old
coaies rabibsiing an about the Spanish Cival War™!

Finally: We are noa able fo ke subscripions'donations by
Bankers Order the details are: Halifax ple, 68, The Broadway,
Stratford, London, E15 1N, Sont Code 11-007-47

A/ Intermational Brigade memorial Truss, Mo, (05949739

If your subscriptions are now due, you should have a reminder
slip enclosed with this Newsletter.

‘Hope you enjoy the Newsletter, plesse keep in touch,
Marlene,



A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
On 13 July, at the splendid International Brigades Memorial -J
on the Thimes Embankment i London, owur annual
commemoration assembly will be held. It is my fervent hope
that there will be full attendance by all my comrades who
served in the cause of the Republic, together with relatives
and the many friends and supporters who wish to keep green
the glorious memory of the International Brigades

Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London, will give the address this year, which will make it a
special occasion. It is a measure of the high esteem held for the volunteers of the
International Brigades that the chief citizen of Greater London should address our cause.
Ken is a long time supporter and for us his special role has great significance in having
responsibility for the care and oversight of memorials such as ours in the metropolis

In light of the growing fascist and racist threats, the message and example of the
International Brigades is very relevant. People of goodwill generally, and especially the
youth, should be inspired by our example to defend democracy and freedom today

Our new Memorial Trust T am sure will have wide appeal as it develops and in order to
extend the range of fends throughout the country, and keep the links with my comrades
of the International Brigades still living, it is intended to hold our commiltes meetings
from time to time in the areas outside London. Our first meeting in this regard will be in
Manchester, and 1 am sure this will be very much welcomed by our comrades and friends

in the Morth West

With good wishes to all
Jack Jones
LIST OF VETERANS OBITUARY

Al Che Shaw Imﬂmh:rdiﬂimlh'll_y

iy odoisag Jack 2002 at he age of 91, His
Alun Williams James Maley Tombstone Comsecration
Benny Goldman Jim Brarman will take place on
Bernard Knox John Dundop Thursday 25 July at Spm
Bernard McKenna John Tavior at  Bushey  United
Bob Doyle Sl Coleman Synagogue Cemetery,
Bob Peters Kenneth Simelatr-Lowtii Litle  Bushey  Lane,
Charles Marithews Lon Kenton Bushey, Herts. WD2 31P.
Canrad Singer Michae! O Riordan .
Cyral Sexton Manrice Mendelson In a miessage to other veterans, Joe's son Jonathan
David Marshall Nicholas Vassilion S0, 3 T )
Edhein Gree Paddy Cochrane veterans who could comfortably manage it.
E5gmne Dowsting Paulin Paul He added: “1 wish you all continued success in
Frank Ellis Penny Feiwel keeping the memories alive, and may the mext
ITM Crrenhocaim Reg Sexion generntion continue to carry the torch, Tt seems
frl."r.ﬂ"g:‘.' Wheeler Sam [esser again that fascism and racism are makang the
Jack Edwards Sof Fravkel! headlines and that the Repubbican cry of “No
Jack Jonex Steve Fullarion Pasaran” should be heard around the world ™




News at home

Reunion in Havana

Ou & visit to Cabk in Februscy, Counie and | '
Pauline Fraser looked up Evelio Aneiro
Subirats and Luis Pedraza Bamo, the two
Cuban Brigaders whom Pauline had met at
the 65th Homenaje in Madrid in October
2001. Many of the Cuban volunteers who
went 1o Spain fought with the XV Brigade,
which was largely composed of
anglophone battalions.

Evelins, bisi vinlle, and
Comne Frass' i Havana

Evelio told Pauline that of the 1,000 Cubans who volunteered 1o go
to Spain, more than 300 were killed Among them was Pablo de la
Torriente Brau, a well-known and widely-acclaimed writer both
within Cuba and internationally, and in whose memory an institute
has been set up in Havana. Luis Pedraza attended a special concert in
December to commemaorate the 100th anniversary of his birth.

“Unfortunately Luis has since suffered a severe stroke, but was well
enough to see us, and to present us with a number of works by, and
about Pablo™ reported Pauline. “And Evelio generously insisted on
giving us a copy of Pnsoners of the Good Fight' by Carl Geiser,
political commissar of the Abraham Lincolns and Mac-Paps, and
'Cuba en Espana’, which is a history of the Cuban volunteers and
Cuban aid to Spain ™

Both Bngaders are keen to have comtact with British Brgaders
Letters and cards can be sent to: Evelio Aneiros, General Lee 217,
e/n Figueros y Destrampe, Santo Suarez, Havana, Cuba, and Luis
Pedraza Barmio, Ayuntamiento 79, Apartamienio 9, e/n Tulipan y
Conil, Plaza de la Revolucion, Havana 6B, Cuba Luis Pedraza’s
daughter, Lina Pedraza Cuesta, can be e-mailed: camal@oenial.inf.cu.

NEW MONUMENT FOR TOULOUSE CAN ANYONE HELP?
On 12" January this year, a monument in
memory of the Spamsh Republicans who
sought refuge m France m 1939, was
mavgurated in Toubouse. The memorial
wias joinily funded by Toulouse Council
gnd the Casa de Espana. While the
sculpture commemorates the tragedy of
the Spamish exodus, the inscription also
honours the Spanish soldicrs and members

Dan Gillman, a part time
student at  Birkbeck
College, is wriling a
dissertation on the Impact
of the Spanish Civil War
on the Brtish Labour
Movement 1936 - 39
Can anyone help? He can

of the Resistance who took part in the De contacted at 161b
liberation of France and fought for the Amburst Road, London
liberty of Spain. ES 2AW (tel 020 7 254
From ‘Mundo Obrero " April 2002 9120)

MEMORIAL NEWS

A supplemental plaque, carved in
memaory of Brigader Thomas John
Harley, is now in place in the
foyer of the Civic Centre at Castle
Street., Merthyr Tydfil, six years
after the commemoration of a
carved wooden plaque listing the
names of the men from the area
who went to Spain to join the
International Brigades.

Last vear, when it became clear
that a name had been omitted, the
organiser & donator of the plague,
Merthyr-born lon Williams, son
of a Bngader, contacted wood-
carver Ron Curtis who carved a
small supplementary plagque
which was officially handed over
at the Civic Centre on Monday 27
May in the presence of the Mayor
and Mayoress Alan and Sheila
Davis, and family and friends of
the omitted Brigader.

The installation of a plague in
commemoration of International
Brigaders from the Caerphilly and
Islwyn area of South Wales is
planned for the Tourist Informa-
tion Centre opposite the Norman
castle in Caerphilly. Guest of hon-
our will be Alun Menai Williams,
one of the last suniving Welsh
Brigaders, and the film |oices
from a Mountain, in which he
took part, will be shown, For
information, contact Councillor
Ray Davis at tel: 02920 889514 or
e-mail:

wendy lewisfdlaladdinscave net

Ella Ouinn, Testimomy Films, 13,
Greal George 54, Bristol, BS1 5RS
(Tel bl 17 925 R580) wounld like to
hear from amy TBMT members with
childhood memorics of WW 1



and abroad

MEMORIALNEWS
On 31 May, Jack Jones opened
the meeting to initiate the Inter-
national Brigaders’ room and
library, and newly- refurbished
building at the mew Aberdeen
Trades Council offices.

lohn Londragan House, is
named after local hero and Inter-
nalional Brigader John Londra-
gan who left for Spain in Spring
1937 and earned himself a distin-
guished record with the British
Battalion, fighting at Jarama on
anti-tank guns. On his return (o
Aberdeen in August 1938, he
became a delegate and activist in
the Trades Council for many
years. He died in 1993,

Reporting on the meeting, Jack
Jones said; “In Aberdeen there
were around |13 men who served
in the International Brigades, in
the British Battalion, including
the commissar Bob Cooney.
They are all dead now and | felt
it my duty to comment on the
record of John Londragan.”

The meeting was organised by
Aberdeen Trades Council and
attended by the leaders of the
Council, Lord Provost Margaret
Smith, John Londragan’s niece
and vamouws umon members,

“The library’s been out of use so
il"s a bit scant”™ added Jack “but
we hope 1o find wavs o send
books and materials relating to
the Intemational Brigades, and
o Spain itself, so that we can
build it up. I'm hoping Paul Pre-
ston might donate one or two of
his books to iL"”

One Hundred Attend Memorial Lecture

| DNy Marshall snid
Angeln Jackssn drinking
o st oo the meny
Fremuds of the Denpgmies
= Sgmin

A hundred people attended the Len Crome Memornial Lecture on 2 March
at the Imperial War Museum. At the time of his death Len, Chief Medical
Officer in Spain, was chairman of the Intemational Brigade Association.
The organisers, Len's son Peter and wife llana, invtied [Dr Angela Jackson
to give a lecture: Beyvond the Barrleficld: a Cave Haospital in the Spanivh
Civil War, and Jack Jones and Peter welcomed the guests and spoke about
Len's life and career,

The lecture, based on Angela’s research for a new book to follow the
recent publication: Britsh Women and the Spanish Civil War wld the
story of one of the many front-line hospitals under Len’s command, and
covered themes like the public remembrance of the war. Photographs dis-
played the cave near La Bisbal de Falset, some featured patients and staff,
and the inauguration ceremonies of 4 November 2000 when commemora-
tive plagues were unveiled in the cave and in the local cemetery where
those who dies there were buried.

Afterwards, guests adjourned for refreshments, 1o talk (o old’ new friends.
to toast friends of the Brigades in Spain, and the memory of Len Crome.,

‘EL EXILIY' EXHIBITION
King Juan Carlos will open an exhibition about Spanish exiles after the
Spanish Civil War in Madrid's Palacio de Cristal del Retiro on 17 Sep-
tember, Messrs Blair, Putin and Chirac have been invited,

The documentary "Ef Exifio, Libertad para recordar™ will be shown at
9.30 on 212 September on Television Espafiola. It was produced by "ES-
DOCUY, "TV Espafola™ and "Fundacion Pablo Iglesias™ and includes
themes like; the Spaniards in the French Resistance, the Quakers, the guer-
nilleros, The Valle de Aran invasion, MNorthwick, and the "nifios de la
guerra” in Britain, Belgium, Mexico and Russia.

The film was directed, and co-written (with Julio Martin Casas), by Pedro
Carvajal, and the ES-DOCU production assistant was Lala Isla. A book
writlen by Carvajal will accompany (the documentary, and will feature
material not included in the film.



BOOKS... BOOKS

BOOKS...

BOOKS... BOOKS... BOOKS...

There are probably about 20 000 files wrinen abo the
Spanish Civil War, Cuite 5 lot are relatively worthless
bt several thowsand of them are of crucial value o
lisiorians and retearchers. Hiving been engaped in
building a1 collection for the reseanch organisstion whene |
work, the Cafda Blanch Cemtre for Comemporary
Spanish Studies, at the Londen School of Economics, as
well as having been am obsessive collector on my awn for
the kst thiny five vears. | know how difficobt it & 1o get
hold of some titles. Ome of my greaes) friends was
Herbert Southworth who used 1o work for the Repablican
povernment in MNew York, During the Second Waorld
War, he ended up in North Africa where, over thirty, he
built up the world's greatest private colkection of books
on il war. It now resades in the San [Mepo campus of
the University of Califarnia at La Jobla

Herbert Southworth collecied by cormesponding with o network of booksellers throughout Europe and Latin
America.  Generally speaking, for most collectors of books, the real pleasure lics in the pnexpected find
while mmmaging ta the dusiy shelves of shops tacked away in a side stres of Cuenca or Bolion.

The raresi books on the Spanish Civil War emanate froam the Republican side. For obvious reasans, il is
casy ensugh 1o find copies of mosi of the books Ut the Francoisi censorship permitied 1o be published
during its nearly four decades of operation.  There ame exceptions, mainly in the area of works that boast
about the vialence of the military rebels in the early days of the war of abowt the pro-Axis tendencies of the
dictmor and his regime.  An imeresting example is the book by José Marin de Arealza and Fernando Marla
Casticlia, Retvindicaciomey de Exprfio (Madrd: Instituio de Esnsdios Politicos, 1941) 1 remember, as a
student in Madrid in the lste 1960s, when similar boolks might go for amything from 10 o 100 pesctas, a
copy of Revindicaciones would fetch 10,000 (more than 8 month's wages for most people). Important
Republican works were published in Latin Amenicn, especially Mexico, but distance, poar paper and lack
of local interest have made them raritics oo, There 18 4 substantial bibliography of books on the Spanish
Civil War wn English. Many can sill be seen in charity shops - especially those by Franco supporters
which were pubtished by the Right Book Club and those produced in relatively targe print-nans by the Left
Book Clob, Some imporiand ones — like those of Fran: Borkenan, The Spanish Cockpir (London: Faber &
Faber. 1937) or Esmond Romally, Boedifles (Londan: Hamish Hamilion, 1937) - have been reprinted.

The rarest of all are probably five: the memoirs of the Insh ascist leader General Eoin, O'DufTy, Crusade
im Sparier (Drublin: Brown & Nolan, 1938); those of the Republican officer Josd Martin Blazgues. | Helped
to Build an Armp: Civill War Mowoirs of a Spanish Staff Officer (London: Secker & Wirbarg, 1939) in
which he recounts the problems faced 1n creating a professional army; the vivid eve-witness account of life
in the Republic by the journalist Henry Buckley, Life and Death of the Spanivh Republic (London:
Hmnish Hamiltem, 1940) — n wonderful book mosi copies of which were destroved in the blitz, the memairs
of the man who led ihe coup against the Republic in the vain hope of @ negotiated setilement with Franco,
Coloned Segismmendd Casado, The Last Days of Madrid The End of the Spamisk Republic (London: Peler
Darvies, 1939) and the book that brought home to Britain the borror of German intervention in Spain,
George L Sieer,. The Tree of Gernika: A Field Study of Modern War (London: Hodder & Stoughton,
1938}, But there ore many even less well-known and cven rarer.  The history of the Imernational Brigades
has been tremendousty ennched by the many pamphlets and small books produced by local history groups
or Labour Party or trades union branches tn commemoration of particular voluntecrs.

Jane Duran’s Silences fram
the Spamish  Civil War
published by Enitharmon
Press. The author's father
fought in Spain with the
Republican army and weni
into exile after the defeat
Professor Paul Preston has
written the introduction.

The International Brigades
in Spain 1936 10 1939 by
Ken Bradley and Mike
Chappell is published in the
Osprey Elite senies, and is
available direct from the
authors priced E£7. For
further information  tel
0603 46TES

PALL PRESTON
Hismoran

Martin Green's Oamdesas
Elegy for the Dead in
Spain, naming  all those
who #fell in the British
Battalion, can be obtained
from him: 3, Antoine
Terrace, Newlyn, Penzance
TRIE SBW (£3.00 post
free)



Brigaders’ Voices

My father GEORGE GREEN, a classicnl musician, went 1o Spain to drive an ambu-  DAVID MARSHALL s pocm was pub-

lished in Poems for Spain edited by

lance, bt lnter joined the British Battalion. In September 1935, he wrote 1o el his
mother why be was there and what he was fighting for. The letter was only recently
discovered in the handbag of an aunt, now deceased. George Green was killed a month
after he sent the leter. on the lnst day the Isternational Brgades were i action, The
family knew nothing of ks death undil some months later

M alear moiher

{ werald fike to say as cleanly as poscifle win we came o Spate - aed By we
i mean nor only New and myself i all the volunteers of the nternational Brigaces.

We cume to war because we fove peace and hate wa 2. Fascism, wiich (s
the maker of wers today, and which I tireatening evervbody s home and every-
flﬂltl-' ¥ Fﬁpﬁ'f_}'. hix M_.&.Lu'hm Favl ] Ilc'.tﬁl.-{n'w.l'}' herlen in Sywrder o i iy heerten dn
Spaiv thew § ix bevten forever o o world fovee, 3. W are sof paciflcn becawse we
believe that the pocifiss Bov i o direct? enoourc@esment fo war siaokers,

Fow ww, e shall be glad wiven §F Iy all over My fdea of o grood Rme B
hedrg s af, bt i commecied with the growmg feifivce o speing omioons & drink-
fmyy e @ country pudy, e plaving qiactets with friends, amd honding my chilron
alcnat ave to edliicote mie o Eeep mie fooer, And we ne most of ke thad ouid e,

Merthoer decre;, we 're rust milivaisin, mov adveriurers, nor professions sel-
aliers: buk a few davs ago, on the Tl o the other side of the Elbve, [ve seen @ fiow
aemreyreayed lacls feowr tie Clyde, o frighioned clerks from Willesden siand up
fevitiverait fartified poxitions) against B ariillery barrage thar professiomad soldiess
catded mod stard up fo, Ard they obd it because o hodd the line bere and aow means
tivert e oo prevest thiy bantle being foinpht again later on Hampetepd Heath or the
hills of Derbyshire._.

MARTIN GREEN

Chur fumily s experience mirmors Martin Green's. Owr father, GERRY DORAN, went
L Spain in December 1936 with the first Iresh growup led by Frank Byvan, and was seri-
ously wounded st Cordoba, He died m 1976 and with him, so many memories. My
cousin in Dublin found this leiter in ber aftic two vears ago,

Albacete, Spain 21_ 4. "37
M ear Mather

I frsr recetved your fiest letter fwe davs age which yon posted on Felvuary
2nd 0 pow wew es sometimes mal! B delaved, 1o dow feeling fn the hest of
Frealih anid fope v applies fo o and the family. My foce ond neck are simiomsed
et ol worderfud climate, and gfter I have my hoand and arm snessered, Togetier
with eleciric reaimend, [ beiieve il be sore fir plovsically thar ever before,

Wil wvowieer, 1 alows t Kevow wohot wery vow fudlize sy action in coming ouf fo
Spatvt, Bt evert mow | am ovove commvineed than ever thar §adia the oy thimg worrh
doaing = helpring o ki fwelon before If spreads fo amy onwe cowntey = IRELANDY!
Ko af the best aff Irich Tacds b fough and divd fo their efforts to save deimocia-
ey Tovy Fox, anly 17 years ald - Kif Comway, the finest tvpe of soldier | e vet
med - Dimny Cowdy, Mick Nefar, Mick Moy alf af thear lofe of the TRA, ey hod oo
regrets oo thelr deathy cach resemble @ nail in the coffin off Binernational Fasciim
il of €F Uiyt cnl iz rivedimgs.

I chan ¢ ver kncw aervihing deffrite regarding syvsedf. Twill probably be
examimed iy the Mealival Coomrission b o few davs " time aoa £ will wreite oo e
v dene dir decivion, § wold (ke o see vou all again ay soon ax possible, and
ver I weould like 1o remain bare e the wictoriss ending - witich | belicve iy nearer
thar moxt people imagine There is no imperialin differentiaion shown here - | get
the same consideration av Prexident Azoria, the same food a5 General Miafa, § wanr
Jow wethiineg g0 vear needn ¥ send anviling oud. When thingy are settled up, we can
havee & good Hme o ke §p for o presend separation, .,

CERRY ABRANAMY

Siephen Spender i 1934

Retrospect.
Go back -
Six feet of snow on the Aragon fron;
While here
Kids slide in the roadways
Steadied feet thudding in the gusters:
Ice biurs
The red orange hlue of meon lights -
The harlot shops mviie,
Blut there
The cafié lights blink and biacken
Rils tigbltrl., akin ETIWS Ware -
After the momentnry adjustment
A Fumbling for the tasieless glass -
A startled touch of warm-whorled fin-
BeTE
A greedy intake of smoke
= The lung-shock bastens the
NETVES -
Strange faces glow mlimaie
Red-arc’d by the fitful cigaretiz,

Distani shisis

Enu.p al i windows -
Tenseness strangles the blood -
Thiz walls reverberate

From an anti-aircraft in the chorch next
door

That coughs dully, cough, coagh...

Vienen bos aviones, ay ay,

Lios aviomes, says some woman -
Carven deu, nent In boca ..
Then the bombs

Helching nrﬂh‘p‘il‘.-u.

Chuagping the ground,

One two three sudden,

Four, wail warl wail five,

SIX pod that’s it

Shatiering., rambling rucke

Cilass smnshing end one thin endless
SCTESML.

Then a dullness in the head,

We stand over the tble,

A glass falls, rings,

The air 1asies of the Metro,

The cigareties are all out,

A no-sex vobee from the streed

Cries Samidand Sanidad

- Chirist let™s ger out of this .
Ay, alli mucha de ba muerie hay,

Y agui. que hay mejor, DM



INTERNATIONAL BRIGADE MEMORIAL TRUST

A CEREMONY TO HONOUR THE 2,100 MEN AND WOMEN WHO LEFT THESE
SHORES TO FIGHT SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE SPANISH PEOPLE IN THEIR HEROIC
STRUGGLE AGAINST FASCISM 1936 -39, AND TO REMEMBER THE 526 WHO DID

NOT RETURN.

SATURDAY 13 JULY 2002 AT THE 1.B.A. MEMORIAL
JUBILEE GARDENS
LONDON SE1
(adjacent to the London Eye)

Chairman:
Speaker:

at 1pm

Jack Jones - President of |.B.M.T
Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London

Aflterwards in the Function Room of '‘Bar Med', 5, Chicheley Street, SE1

[HFORMATION. . INFORMATION

Dr Rachel Sperber’s commemomtive exhibition on
the Internationnl Brigsdes during the 5.C. W, will be
presented at the National and University Library in
Jerusalem and a1 the [nstito Cervantes of the
Spanish Embassy in Tel Awviv. She is looking for
information abowt volunieers, particularly William
MacGrepor (in Spain from December 1936 1o
January 193%), and photographs of William Rusi,
John Sommerfield and Esmond Romilly, whose
books are included in the exhibinon, Contsct Dr
Sperber at the Heboew University of Jerusalem, POR
J0d 1, Jerasalem, or at rsperberinivins huji ac, il
p arry Fisher's|
Comvades' in Germany and manages his|
ite www harmvlisher net, has offered (free) o
! ] | foko: Cieomy ‘

INFORMATION

THFOERLA TICM INFORMATION

Alan Coben wrote to 1ell us that when be was very young and
lived at 27 Colberg Place, Stamford Hill in Morh London, he
played with a girl: Betty Harris. Her father, a professional musician
who played with Gemldo's band, joined the Iniernationnl Brigades
in Spain. His name was missing from the roll of honour al the
recen| exhitbition at the Imperial War Museum

Kim Economides, Professor of Law ai Exeler Universiiy has been
brying lo guin recognition in Cyprus for the Cypriat valunieers in
Spain, including his own father Michael Economides. Last vear,
Cyprus Weckly dinrist George Lanitis wrole of his memones al
Michme] Economides in London and of Inck Jones's recollection af
Cvpricd Brigaders” bravery, Concluding. he refered to the S.CW,
a5 "mol Fomoic ox weliten by ancther veleran Emest Hemingway
bt &2 Moody conflics where voung men all over the world, Jolned
by thve ddva of denrocracy, fought the fascisd dictatership



