
TheIBMT’snewtravellingexhibition,“Antifascis-
tas:BritishandIrishVolunteers in theSpanish
CivilWar”, is touringthecountry following its
acclaimedopening inLondoninMay.

Sincethen, theexhibitionhasgonefrom
Newcastle toNottinghamandthento
Manchester,where itwasdisplayedat the
People’sHistoryMuseumformostofAugust. In
all locations itwasenthusiastically received.

From7-18Septembertheexhibitionwillbe in
Rotherham.

Afterwards it returnstoLondontobeshownat
theMarxMemorialLibrary (MML) from20
September to1October.

TheMMLplanstosupplement theexhibition
bydisplayingvariousartefacts fromitsextensive
InternationalBrigadeandSpanishCivilWar

archive, includingfilmandsoundrecordings.An
evening lectureandafilmscreeninghavealso
beenarranged.

Tosupport theRotherhamexhibition, IBMT
committeememberandschool-teacherRichard
Thorpehassentout116educationpacksto local
schools.

Theopeningdayof theRotherhamexhibition
sawthe launchof there-publicationof“Tommy
James–ALionofaMan”. Jameswasa localvol-
unteerwhoservedwiththeBritishBattalionat
Jarama.Onhis return fromSpainhewrote
“PoundedEarth”,anaccountofhisexperiences
inSpain,whichformspart there-publishedbook.

�See “Diary dates (page8) formore exhibition details.
�Seepage 5: Lecture launches “Antifascistas”.
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‘Antifascistas’goesontour
ONSHOW:The IBMT’s exhibition, pictured here atNewcastleCity Library, has attractedwidespread public interestwherever it has beendisplayed.

TheIBMT’sannualgeneralmeetingwillbe
heldinLiverpoolon16October,andoneofits
manyattractionswillbethechancetoseethe
“Antifascistas”exhibitionaspartofthe
weekendofactivities.
Some170Merseysiders, includingsuch

notablefiguresasJackCoward,BillFeeleyand
JackJones,joinedtheInternationalBrigades.
Twenty-eightofthemareknowntohavedied
inSpain.
TheIBMThopesthattheAGMand

associatedsocialeventswillprovidean
opportunitytomakecontactwithmore
familiesofInternationalBrigadersandmore
BrigadeenthusiastsonMerseyside.
�SeebackpageforAGMdetails.
�SeetheMerseysideInternationalBrigades
Networkwebsite:[www.mibnet.org.uk].

AlleyesonLiverpool
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EXHIBITION:At theNewcastle
CityLibraryshowingof the IBMT’s
“Antifascistas”exhibition,Moira
Gray (right), sisterof Edwardand
WilliamTattam, fromSunderland,
bothofwhomwerekilled inSpain,
withdaughterSheilaGray
(standing) andpartnerPete
Widlinski and IBMTSecretary
MarleneSidaway.

IBMT FROM THE SECRETARY

InternationalBrigade
MemorialTrust
www.international-brigades.org.uk

Charityno:1094928

Patrons:KenLivingstoneandPaulPreston

Chair:SamLesser

Secretary:MarleneSidaway
37ReginaldRoad,LondonE79HS
020-85556674
secretary@international-brigades.org.uk

Treasurer:MikeAnderson
16MeadowWay,Heathfield,
EastSussexTN218AL
01435-864978
treasurer@international-brigades.org.uk

MembershipSecretary:MaryGreening
2WoodfordClose,RadyrWay,
CardiffCF52PH
029-20195412
memsec@international-brigades.org.uk

Othercommitteemembers:MikeArnott,
RichardBaxell,RodneyBickerstaffe, Jack
Edwards,PaulineFraser,Mick Jones, Jim
Jump,DoloresLong/Hilary Jones
(jobshare),DuncanLongstaff,Manus
O’Riordan,RichardThorpe

Annualmembership ratesare£15standard;
£7.50 for concessions;£20 family (single
household); affiliatingorganisationsby
arrangement. Furtherdetails and
membership formsareavailable fromthe
MembershipSecretary.

IBMT NEWSLETTER
The IBMTNewsletter ispublishedthree
timesayearandissent freetoallmembers
of the IBMT.

Members livingoverseascanaccessthe
current issuebyusingapasswordonthe
IBMTwebsite.Backnumberscanbe
downloadedfromthe IBMTwebsiteon
[www.international-brigades.org.uk/
newsletter.htm].For informationabout
receivingthe IBMTNewsletterontape,
contact the IBMTSecretary.

Sendall itemsfor thenext issuetotheEditor
by31December2010at the latest.

Editor: JimJump
6StonellsRoad,LondonSW116HQ
020-72286504
editor@international-brigades.org.uk

Keepingalivethememoryand
spiritofthemenandwomenwho
volunteeredtodefenddemocracy
inSpainfrom1936to1939

ByMarleneSidaway

Annual generalmeeting
Details about our AGM weekend in Liverpool
on 15/16/17 October are on the back page.
Please note that the address is changed from
the one we gave in the last IBMTNewsletter:
the new Unite offices (still named Jack Jones
House) are at 2 Churchill Way, Liverpool L3
8EF. I hope as many members as possible will
be able to make it.

‘Antifascistas’
Thanks go to all those members who have
looked after the “Antifascistas” exhibition
when it arrived in their area – it has done very
well in all of the venues with lots of visitors
and good feedback. It works particularly well
when our members can be there at some
point in the day to talk about it and sell books
or other merchandise. We are also grateful to
the shops attached to the venues who agree
to sell for us – as in Nottingham and
Manchester. Dates and venues for September
and October can be seen in “Diary dates” on
page 8. There is no date fixed yet, but it is
possible that there will be a showing in
Middlesbrough later this year. If so, we will let
as many people as possible know by email
and publicise it locally.

DurhamandTolpuddle
It’sashamethat the IBMTwasn’t representedat
theDurhamMiners’Gala thisyear–therewere
justnotenoughofus freetodoit.Nextyear I
hopewewillbemoreorganisedandwillhave
manyofyoufollowingourbanner.TheTolpuddle
Martyrs’Festivalwasagreatsuccess, though. I
knowtherearesomememberswhowishwe
hadn’tchangedour Julymemorialdate in Jubilee
Gardens,but it’sdifficult to findasuitabledate
wheneveryweekendin July isbusy.

Badge
We have had a donation of 200 International

Brigade badges (pictured below) from Glas-
gow-based Socialist Productions. These will
be available at future events, price £4 or

from me by post (see address on left) at £5,
which includes p&p. Many thanks to Socialist
Productions for supporting us in this way.
They have also donated towards the Blantyre
and Perthshire memorial funds.

Fund-raisingwalk
MikeLuft,aprominent anti-fascistcampaigner
andtradeunionistfromOldham,iswalkingacross
thePyreneesfromLaJunquerainSpaintoLa
CoumeinFrancefrom13to24Septembertoraise
fundsforcharity.AUnitememberandformercon-
structionelectrician,Luftsayshehaslongbeena
keenstudentoftheSpanishCivilWarandhas
researchedtheroutestakenbyvolunteerswho
crossedintotheSpanishRepublictosupportthe
democratically-electedgovernmentandalso
thosetakenbytheSpanishrefugeesandanti-fas-
cistfightersafterFranco’sHitlerandMussolini-
aidedvictory.Heisundertakingthewalktoraise
moneyforOldhamUnity,asolidarityproject
whichsupportsasylumseekersandrefugeesin
theOldhamarea.
OldhamUnity’sbankdetailsare:OldhamUnity
(DestitutionProject),UnityTrustBank,account
no.20150011,sortcode08-60-01.

St
ua

rt
Fo

rs
te

r/
w

hy
ey

ep
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

.c
om



GeorgeBrown’s
internationalist legacy
Thisyear’sthirdannualGeorgeBrownCom-
memorativeLecturewasgivenbyJack
O’Connor,GeneralPresidentofIreland’s
largestunion,SIPTU,andPresidentoftheIrish
CongressofTradeUnions.

Speakingonthethemeof“TheLegacyof
GeorgeBrown”on26JuneinInistioge,County
Kilkenny,birthplaceofthevolunteerfrom
Manchesterwhowasapoliticalcommissarof
theBritishBattalionandwaskilledintheBat-
tleofBruneteinJuly1937,O’Connorstressed
thefactthatBrown’ssenseofsocial justice
knewnofrontiers.

“GeorgeBrownwasaworkingclassleader
ofintegrity,visionandcommitment,”hesaid.
“Hededicatedthelastfewmonthsofhisshort
lifetofightingindefenceofdemocracyin
Spainbecauseheknewthatbasichuman
rightsareindivisible–thattheconsequences
ofdefeatinMadridwouldbefelt,soonerrather
thanlater,byworkersinManchesterandhere
inInistiogeaswell.”

Hewenton:“Thedecisionbyover45,000
volunteerstoserveintheInternational
Brigadeswasoneofthemoststrikingaffirma-
tionsofthehumanspirit inthemodernera,
whereformeropponentsoftheleftsealed
theirnew-foundunityinblood.”

Interviewedfor
WorldService
International Brigade vet-
eran and IBMTChair Sam
Lesser (right) was inter-
viewed by the BBCWorld
Service for the anniver-
sary of the start of the Spanish CivilWar as
part of its “Witness” series on modern histo-
ry.The 10-minute interview, which was
broadcast on 16 July, can be replayed at
[www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/
p008k2vh/Witness_Spanish_Civil_War].

PetitionforGerdaTaro
TheMadrid-basedAssocia-
tionofFriendsof the Interna-
tionalBrigades(AABI) is
campaigningtohaveastreet
inVillanuevadelaCañada
namedafter thephotogra-

pherGerdaTaro(pictured).TheHungarian-
bornanti-fascistwaskilledontheoutskirtsof
thevillageon25July1937duringtheBattleof
Brunete.TheAABIhasproducedapetition
form(inSpanish)addressedtothemayorof
VillanuevadelaCañada.Foracopyof the
form,emailSeverianoMonteroBarrado:
[seve.montero@gmail.com].

Perth’smemorial to its10 InternationalBrigaders
wasunveiledon5Juneataceremonywhich
brought together friendsandfamiliesof thevol-
unteers, local IBMTmembersandadmirersof
the InternationalBrigadesandtradeunionists.

TheunveilingbyLordProvost JohnHulbertwas
partofaday-longseriesofeventssponsoredby
theUniteunionandorganisedbythePerthshire
InternationalBrigadeMemorialFund,which is
ledby IBMTmemberandhistorianPaul
Philippou.

Amongthespeakersat theunveilingatNorth
Inchandafterwards inPerthConcertHallwere
theSpanishconsul-general inEdinburgh,
FredericoPalomeraGüez, IBMTcommittee
memberMikeArnottandColinCargill,a family
friendof threeof thePerthvolunteers:Ann,
GeorgeandTomMurray.

Afterwardstherewasentertainment from
localmusiciansRobertoCassaniandIan
McLaren&Friends.

Glasgow’smemorial to the
International Brigades is now
back on its plinth beside the
Clyde at CustomHouseQuay fol-
lowing£17,000 of repairs lasting
over fourmonths. It was formally
rededicated at a ceremony on
23August.
The fibre-glass statue,which is

aB-listedmonument,was creat-
ed by sculptor ArthurDooley and
erected in 1979. It depicts the
legendary SpanishRepublican

leaderDolores Ibárruri, better
knownas “LaPasionaria”.
The costs of the repairswere

sharedbyGlasgowCity Council
and various labourmovement
organisations in Scotland, along
with a substantial contribution
from the IBMT.

To hear an interviewgiven byScottish
AmbulanceUnit veteranThomasWatters
forScottishTVon23August, go to: [http://
video.stv.tv/bc/news-100823-veteraniv].

3International BrigadeMemorial Trust

PLAQUE:At theunveiling inPerth’sNorth Inch
(below)are (above, from left) LordProvost John
Hulbert, PaulPhilippouandFredericoPalomeraGüez.

Perthmemorial
isunveiled

RepairedGlasgowstatuereturnstoplinth
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PoWBrigaders
rememberedat
JubileeGardens

HomageinParisatthetombofJuanNegrín

ByPaulineFraser

Britishvolunteersof theSpanishCivilWarwere
rememberedon3Julyat the International
BrigadeMemorial inLondon’s JubileeGardens.
Honouringthe2,500menandwomenfrom
Britainand Irelandwhoserved in the Interna-
tionalBrigadesassoldiersormedics,ofwhom
525werekilled, the2010commemoration
focusedonthevolunteerswhowerecaptured
andspent time inFranco’s jailsandprisonerof
warcamps.

Thisyearmarks the70thanniversaryof the
releaseofTommyJones, the lastBritish Interna-
tionalBrigadeprisoner.

Thegatheringofmembersandsupportersat
thememorialunder theLondonEyeheard fami-
lymembersspeakabout twoBrigaderswho
hadbeen imprisoned in thenotoriousSan
PedrodeCardeña jail, ableak former
monasterynearBurgosthathadbeenrequisi-
tionedbyFrancoto incarcerateRepublicanpris-
oners.

DollyWest-Shaer,daughterofBrigaderFrank
West, spokeofhowshehadwaitedeagerly
withhermotheratLondon’sVictoriaStation in
late1938towelcomeher fatherhomewhen
manyof thesurvivingBrigaderswererepatriat-
ed.Theywaited invain.Frankwasnot released
until the followingyear,aseparationof five long
years for fatheranddaughter.

ChristineCollins’grandfather,TomPicton,
never returned.Christine’smotherwas14when
the familywastold theterriblenewsthather
fatherhadbeenkilled inSanPedrodeCardeña.
Inanactofbraverycharacteristicof theman,
Tomhadprotestedat thebrutal treatmentofa
fellowprisonerandwasshotdeadonthespot
byaprisonguard.Hiswidowrefusedtobelieve
thenews,asnobodywas found,andshetook
herdaughteronseveral futilevisits toSpain to
try toestablishhiswhereabouts.

Although itwaspainful tosharehergrand-
father’s tragicstorywithothers,Collinssaidshe
wantedtospeakoutonbehalfofhermother,
whonever really recovered fromthe impactof
her father’sdeath.

Anotherhighlightof thisyear’sproceedings
was folksingerGeoffLawespayingtribute to
theBrigaders inaseriesofsongs,culminating
in“TheBalladofClemBeckett”,which tells the
storyof thedare-devilmotorcycleace fromOld-
hamwhowaskilledat theBattleof Jarama.

Otherspeakers includedMiquelCaminalof
theCatalangovernment’sMemorial
Democràticagency,whowas introducedby
ProfessorPaulPreston.Catalonia,saidPreston,

CarmenNegrín,grand-daughterof
thelastprimeministerofthe

SpanishRepublic, JuanNegrín,
laysawreathathistombinthe

Père-LachaiseCemeteryinParison
10August.Shewasaccompanied

byDanielSerranoRecio,a
Republicanarmyveteran.They
alsoleftfloraltributesatthe

cemetery’smemorialstoFrench
InternationalBrigaders,tothe
victimsofNaziconcentration
campsandtotheSpanish

Republicanswhowerekilled
duringtheSecondWorldWar.

Accordingtothisfinalmemorial,
theynumbered10,000killedin
deportationand25,000while

fightingwiththeAlliesandinthe
FrenchResistance. ItwasJuan

Negrínwhopromised
InternationalBrigadersSpanish
citizenship–apledgethatwas
finallyfulfilledbySpain’s2007

LawofHistoricalMemory.

AT JUBILEEGARDENS:Geoff
Lawes (left) accompanieshimself on
concertinawhilesingingsongs
about the InternationalBrigades.
Top:DollyWest-Shaer recallsher
father, FrankWest, returning from
Spainafterbeing released from
prison.Above:ChristineCollins
recountsher14-year-oldmother’s
agonywhen told thather father,Tom
Picton,hadbeenmurderedbya
prisonguard in Franco’sSpain.
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ByBillWilliams

Closeon150peoplewerepresentat
Manchester’sPeople’sHistory
Museumon7Augusttoheara
lecturebyhistorianRichardBaxell
andtolistentosongsandpoetry
abouttheSpanishCivilWar.The
eventwassponsoredbytheIBMT
andorganisedbyitsManchester
representatives,HilaryJones,
DoloresLongandChrisHall. Itwas
plannedtocoincidewiththe
openingatthemuseumofthe
IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibitionon
theBritishandIrishvolunteersinthe
SpanishCivilWar.

Theacappellagroup, the

MadDonnas, launchedtheevent
withtheirusualélanwithaseriesof
Spanishsongsdirectly relatedto
thewar, including“Jarama”, the
BritishBattalion’santhem.

Baxell’s lecture,accompaniedby
photographs, filmandextracts from
interviewsconductedwithveterans,
focusedontheeverydayexperi-
encesofBritishBrigaders.He isa
leadingauthorityontheBritishvol-
unteers’experienceof thecivilwar
andtheaudiencewelcomedhis
interweavingofscholarlycomment
andadown-to-earthandhumane
perspectiveonwarfareanditscon-
sequences.

MichaelWild,sonofSamWild,

the legendarycommanderof the
BritishBattalion,sangasonghe
hadhimselfcomposedfor thecom-
memorationof the70thanniversary
of theendingof thewar.

IBMTSecretaryMarleneSidaway
brought theevent toaclosewitha
summaryof theworkof the IBMT
andareadingofextracts fromthe
poetsof thecivilwar.

Thewholeevent interestedand
excitedasympatheticandmostly
informedaudience,someofwhom
spokeafterwardsof theirown
knowledgeof thewarandofdocu-
mentsandphotographswhichthey
arepreparedtohavecopiedor
donated.Theaudience,whose

interesthadclearlybeenengaged,
remainedforsometimediscussing
the lectureamongst themselves,
viewingtheexhibitionandexploring
thestallssellingbooksandt-shirts,
beforerather reluctantlydispersing.

Theeventwasatriumphfor the
IBMTandonewhichwas ideally
suitedtoarecentlyextendedand
refurbishedmuseumconcernedto
illustratethe“people’shistory”. It
wasalsoatributetotheclosework-
ingrelationshipbetweentheIBMT
andthemuseum’sstaff,whowere
helpfulandcooperative inevery
possibleway.KateChatfieldacted
asthemuseum’smediatorwiththe
event’s IBMTorganisers.
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SPEAKER:Atthe
People’sHistoryMuseum,
Manchester,historian
RichardBaxell(left)givesa
talkontheBritishBattalion
atJarama.Right:Coverage
oftheexhibitionontheBBC
Manchester’swebsite.

Lecturelaunches‘Antifascistas’atPeople’sHistoryMuseum

AT THEARCDETRIOMPHE: InternationalBrigaders
aregreetedwithfullmilitaryhonoursbythetombofthe
unknownsoldierbeneaththeArcdeTriompheinParison
28May.Theceremonywasorganisedduringameetingof
representativesfrom15countriesintheFrenchcapitalto
discussgreatercoordinationbetweenvariousgroups
commemoratingtheInternationalBrigades.Themeeting
wasconvenedbyACER-AVER,theFrenchAssociationof
VolunteersandFriendsofCombatantsinRepublican
Spain.TheIBMTrepresentativesatthemeeting,Marlene
SidawayandPaulineFraser,welcomedmovestowards
moreinternationalcontactsbutstressedthatindividual
organisationsshouldremainautonomous.Theyalsosaid
thatanyinternationalcoordinationshouldpreferablybe
centredinSpain.Morepicturesandreport(inFrench):
[www.acer-aver.fr].

wasuniqueamongSpain’s regionalgovern-
mentsandautonomousregions inhaving
establishedanagencychargedwith remember-
ing thevictimsofFrancoist repression.

Theeventwas followedbyasocial for
Brigaders’families, friendsandsupportersat
theadjacentPremier Inn.Onshowwasthetrav-
ellingexhibition“Antifascistas”,whichtells the
storyof thevolunteers fromtheBritish Isles.

�Thiswebsite (inSpanish) contains prisoner lists plus
photos fromSanPedro deCardeña: [http://thejailynews.
blogspot.com/2009/06/listado-de-internacionales-de-
llegada.html].
�Geoff Lawes is to give an illustrated talkat the Royal
Hotel, Ferensway, Hull on 10September, from7.30pm-9pm,
on the International Brigade volunteers fromHull.

Dad’sArmy:recallingthe
IBconnection
RichardThorpe, IBMTcommittee member and
member of the La Columna Spanish CivilWar
reenactment group, reports that the group’s

presence at the commemoration at Osterley
Park, west London, for the 70th anniversary of
the formation of the Home Guard generated
considerable public interest.

“Media coverage was amazing,” he said
afterwards. “We made Radio London, the
Forces Network, ITN and BBC Breakfast and
BBC News 24.”

Several prominent International Brigade vet-
erans, notablyTomWintringham and Hugh
Slater, were instrumental in the creation of the
Home Guard at Osterley Park, whose story has
been popularised by the “Dad’s Army” BBCTV
comedy sitcom.

Thorpe now hopes that the NationalTrust,
which owns Osterley Park, can be persuaded
to agree a more permanent link at the former
Home Guard headquarters to acknowledge
the part played by International Brigaders.

“Dad’s Army” fans will know that in one
episode (the second in the third series), “Bat-
tle School”, there is a Captain Rodrigues who
fought in the Spanish CivilWar. He instructs
the fictional platoon fromWarmington-On-Sea
in guerilla war tactics – just asWintringham did
when he was in charge of Osterley Park.



JoeKahn
ByRichardBaxell

InternationalBrigadeveteranJosephKahndied
on17July,aged94.BorninLondonin1916to

RussianJewishimmigrants,hegrewupinTotten-
ham,leavingschoolat15.Itwasthemidstofthe
GreatDepressionandnotanauspicioustimeto
belookingforemployment.However,heman-
agedtofindanumberofjobs,beforesecuring
permanentworkasawarehouseman.Astrong
believerinworkers’rights,Kahnjoinedthe
HoundsditchandWhitechapelbranchofthe
NationalAmalgamatedUnionofShopAssis-
tants,WarehousemenandClerksin1935,and
wasinstrumental inpersuadingcolleaguesto
strikeforbetterworkingconditions.

LikemanyotheryoungJewishmeninthe
1930s,Kahnwasanactiveanti-fascist.This ledto
himjoiningtheCommunistParty,whowerethen
at thecentreof thebattleswithSirOswald
Mosley’sBritishUnionofFascists.Hewasarrest-
edatademonstrationatRidleyRoadinDalston
andwasbailedoutbyhismother,whofullysup-
portedhisactions.Hewasalsooneof thepro-
testorsatCableStreeton4October1936,which
successfullypreventedMosley fromleadinghis
Blackshirts inaprovocativemarchthroughthe
JewishareasofLondon’sEastEnd.

Kahnwashorrifiedbytheriseof fascism
acrossEurope.Ashe later recounted:“Wewere
veryconsciousof theearly reports from
Germanywhichfilleduswithhorror,detestation
andadeterminationthat thisevilhadtobe
fought.”GeneralFranco’s fascist-backedrevolt
against theSpanishRepublic in July1936soon
offeredhimthechancetoparticipate in thefight.

AngeredbytheBritishgovernment’sduplici-

touspolicyof“non-intervention” in theSpanish
CivilWar,Kahndecidedtovolunteer to fight in
Spain. InDecember1936hebecameoneofnear-
ly2,500fromBritainandIrelandto join the
InternationalBrigades,aspartof thenewly-
formedBritishBattalion.Followingabriefperiod
of training, renderedvirtuallyuselessbythedes-
perateshortagesofarmsandammunition,he
went intobattleon12February1937at thenow
infamousJaramavalley, to thesouthofMadrid.

The inexperiencedBritishvolunteerswere
pitchedagainstFranco’seliteArmyofAfricaand
sufferedappallingcasualties.Kahnwaswound-
edontheseconddayof thebattle,sufferingcon-
cussionandaseriouswoundtohiseye.
Nevertheless,hewasoneof the luckyones;of
the500thatwent intoactionon12February,only
athirdremainedinthe linetwodays later.He
tooknofurtherpart in thefighting,spendingthe
nextsixmonths inandoutofhospitals,before
beingrepatriatedtoBritain inAugust1937.

Onhis returntoBritain,Kahnwasappalledby

descriptionsofStalin’spurgesanddecidedto
leavetheCommunistParty, joining, instead, the
LabourParty.Markedunfit forserviceduringthe
SecondWorldWar,hetookonthehighlydanger-
ous jobofa fire-fighter inLondon.Duringthewar
hemetSarah,knownalwaysasSally,andthey
weremarried in1941.

After thewar,hebrieflyworkedfora furniture
firm,beforeestablishingabusiness in1946with
hiswife,sellingoffice furniture.Healsocontin-
uedhispoliticalactivities,becomingaLabour
councillorandfinancialofficer inHackney. In
1956hewaselectedLabourmayor for thebor-
ough. Hisparticularconcernwassocialhousing,
thoughhealsohadasignificant influenceoncul-
turalactivitieswithin theborough. Ifbringinga
symphonyorchestra toperformintheHackney
Empirewasnotanunqualifiedsuccess,hissup-
port for the left-wingTheatreWorkshop, runby
JoanLittlewoodandGerryRaffles,certainlywas.
Hispressure ledtotheallocationofasmall finan-
cialgrant,whicheventuallyshamedtheneigh-
bouringboroughofStratford,homeof thethe-
atre, todo likewise.

Joewas, fora time,amagistrate, thoughhis
seemingunwillingnesstoeverconvictanyone
ensuredthathis timeonthebenchwasrather
brief.Hefinally retiredfromwork in1990,aged
74,very reluctantly, followingastroke.

In June2009Joewasoneofsevenvolunteers
toattendtheSpanishembassy inLondonfora
ceremonytopresent thesurvivingveteranswith
Spanishcitizenshipandpassports.

BernardKnox
ByJimJump

BernardKnox,whodiedon22JulyinBethesda,
Maryland,US,attheageof95,wasoneofthe

firstInternationalBrigadevolunteersfrom
Britain.Hecontinuedthefightagainstfascism
duringtheSecondWorldWarasaUSArmycap-
tainworkingwiththeFrenchandItalianresist-
anceandafterwardsbecameadistinguished
classicsscholar.

Born inBradford in1914, thesonofaprofes-
sionalpianist,Knoxwasraised insouthLondon,
wherehewaseducatedatBatterseaGrammar
Schoolbeforewinningascholarship in1933to
studyclassicsatSt John’sCollege,Cambridge.
TherehebeganreadingtheworksofKarlMarx:
“Likemanyofmygenerationfacedwithwhat
seemedtobethecollapseofcapitalism, I turned
tothetexts thatseemedtoofferanexplanation
ofourdilemma–aboveall, that remarkabledoc-
ument ‘TheCommunistManifesto’.”

Healso joinedtheCambridgeSocialistClub,
wherehebefriendedthedashingyoungpoet
JohnCornford.Theywerepartofagenerationof
studentsattractedtocommunismandalarmed
bythegrowthof fascisminEurope.

WhentheSpanishCivilWarbegan in July1936,
Cornford immediatelywent toSpaintohelpthe
Republicancause.Heenlistedwiththerevolu-
tionarymilitiasontheAragónfront,butcame

OBITUARIES
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JoeKahnattheSpanishembassyinLondonin2009.

RETURNTO SPAIN:ThefourthannualhikeontheBrunetebattlefieldwasmarkedthisyearbythescatteringofthe
ashesofUSInternationalBrigaderJackShafranintheRiverGuadarramabyfamilyfriendOliviaJongerson.Hediedin
2008,leavingarequestforhisashestorestinSpain:“thecountrythatIlovedsomuch”.OrganisedbytheMadrid-based
AABI(AssociationofFriendsoftheInternationalBrigades),thehikewasheldon3Julyandtouredsiteswherethe
InternationalBrigades,includingtheBritishBattalion,tookpartinfiercefightingbetween6-27July1937.
Seeavideooftheceremonyat:[www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuZLTHKfHxk&feature=channel].Morephotoscanbe
viewedat:[www.nodo50.org/Emotivo-homenaje-a-las-Brigadas.html].
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homeinSeptember1936topersuadeothers to
join thefight.HecontactedKnox, thenaged21,
whorecalled:“HehadreturnedtoEnglandto
recruitasmallBritishunit thatwouldsetan
exampleof traininganddiscipline(andshaving)
totheanarchisticmilitiasoperatingoutof
Barcelona.Heaskedmeto joinandIdidsowith-
outasecondthought.”

Cornford–whowastobekilled inactionat
Loperaon28December1936–tookhisgroupto
the InternationalBrigadebaseatAlbacete,
wheretheyreceivedsometrainingandwere
assignedtothemachine-guncompanyof the
FrenchCommunedeParisBattalion,withKnox
asan interpreter.

TheBritishunit tookpart in thebattles inand
aroundMadrid inNovemberandDecember1936
at theUniversityCity,CasadeCampoand
BoadilladelMonte,whereKnoxwassobadly
woundedhewas left fordead:“Theorder to
withdrawsooncame;wedidsobysections,one
coveringtheotherwith fireas itcameback.As
oursectionwasmovingback,draggingthe
[machine]gun, I feltashockingblowandaburn-
ingpainthroughmyneckandrightshoulderand
fell to thegroundonmybackwithbloodspurting
uplikeafountain. John [Cornford]cameback,
withDavid [Mackenzie],ourOxfordmanwhohad
beenamedicalstudent. Iheardhimsay: ‘I can’t
doanythingabout that’andJohnbentdownand
said: ‘Godblessyou,Bernard’and left.Theyhad
togo; theyhadtosetupthegunandcover the
withdrawalofourothercrew.Andtheyweresure
that Iwasdying.SowasI.Asthebloodcontin-
uedtospout Icould feelmyconsciousnessslip-
pingfastaway.”

Alone,Knoxregainedconsciousnessandwith
thehelpofayoungmilicianomadehiswaytothe
dressingstationatLasRozasandwasthen
movedtothe InternationalBrigadehospital
housed intheHotelPalace inMadrid.

Hisneck injury requiredfurthermedicalatten-
tionandhewasrepatriated in January1937.
“Backhome, Iwatchedinutterdespondencyas
theBritishgovernmentpersisted in itspolicyof
appeasementandtheprospectofvictory in
SpainrecededfastasHitlerandMussolinigave
Francoasteadily increasingpreponderance in
weaponsandtroops.”

In1939hemovedtotheUnitedStatesand
marriedBettyBaur,anAmericanstudenthehad
metatCambridgeandwho,asanovelist,would
usethenameBiancaVanOrden.Theystayed
togetheruntilherdeath in2006.

In1942Knox joinedtheUSArmyandwaspro-
motedtocaptain in1944,bywhichtimehehad
alsobecomeanaturalisedUScitizen. In Julyof
thatyear,whileserving inEngland inanOSS
(OfficeofStrategicServices)unit,hewaspara-
chuted intoBrittanyaspartofOperation
Jedburghandworkedwith localmembersof the
FrenchResistance. In1945hewassent towork
withthe Italianpartisansandwas involved in
heavyfightingduringtheGothicLineandPo
Valleycampaigns.He later recalled:“TheOSS
alsogavemanyAmericanswhohadfought in the
Brigadesachancetousetheirskills. [They]didn’t

carewhatyourpoliticswereormighthavebeen
as longasyouwerewillingto fight,andthere
weremanyex-Brigadierswhodiddangerous
andeffectiveworkbetweenandbehindthe lines
in Italy.”

HereturnedtotheUSwithtwoBronzeStars
andtheCroixdeGuerre“avecpalme”, thedeco-
ration’shighestcategory.Thecitationwassigned
byCharlesdeGaulleandsaid:“Althoughthe
area [Finistère]wasparticularlywell-patrolledby
theenemy,hedidnothesitate toundertake long
anddangerous journeystoorganisethearms
dropsthatallowed4,000menof theMaquis to
takepart in the liberationofBrittany.Constantly
exposinghimself tohardshipandalwayspresent
at themostdangerouspoints,CaptainKnox leda
numberofparticularlysuccessfulambushesand
attacks.”

FollowinghisreturnfromSpain,Knoxhad
becomedisillusionedbyStalin’sshowtrialsand
ceasedtoconsiderhimselfacommunist.Hewas
sickenedinparticularbytherecall toMoscow
andimprisonmentof thecommanderof theInter-
nationalBrigadesduringthedefenceofMadrid,
GeneralKléber (nomdeguerre forManfred

Stern),“whosecoolnessunder fireatUniversity
Cityhadtaughtusallhowtofacedanger”.

ThoughKnoxremainedadefenderof the
SpanishRepublicandachampionof thecause
of freedominSpain,he joinednopoliticalparty
in theUSandrefrainedfrompoliticalactivity.He
wastakenabackwhenin1946thechairmanof
YaleUniversity’sclassicsdepartmentcalledhim
a“prematureanti-fascist”,aphrasehewould
subsequentlydiscoverwastheFBIcodefora
communist.“How, Iwondered,couldanyonebe
aprematureanti-fascist?Couldtherebeany-
thingsuchasaprematureantidotetoapoison?
Aprematureantiseptic?Aprematureantitoxin?A
prematureanti-racist? Ifyouwerenotprema-
ture,whatsortofanti-fascistwereyousupposed
tobe?Apunctualanti-fascist?Atimelyone?”

Hispoliticalpastdidnot,however,preventhim
frombeingacceptedasaPhDclassicsstudentat
Yalewhere, followingtheawardofhisdoctorate,
healsotaught. In1961hewasappointedthe
directorofHarvard’sCenter forHellenicStudies
inWashingtonDC.Heheldthepostuntilhis
retirement in1985.

Thebookwhichestablishedhisacademicrep-
utation,“OedipusatThebes:Sophocles’Tragic
HeroandHisTime”,waspublished in1957.Later
came“TheHeroicTemper:Studies in
SophocleanTragedy”(1964)andtheacclaimed
“WordandAction:EssaysontheAncient
Theater” (1979).Amonghisotherbookswere
“EssaysAncientandModern”(1990),which
includeschaptersonhiswartimeexperiences in
SpainandItaly,and“TheOldestDeadWhite
EuropeanMalesandOtherReflectionsonthe
Classics” (1993), inwhichhechallengesthecriti-
cismsof theclassicsmadeby“advocatesofmul-
ticulturalismandmilitant feminism”.

For the full text of Knox’s 1998 lecture at NewYork
University, “Premature Anti-Fascist”, in which he recounts
his political education and experiences in Spain, see
[www.english.illinois.edu/maps/scw/knox.htm].

Also remembered
�Thedeathofhistorian JimFyrthwas
announcedinJunebytheSocialistHistorySocie-
ty.Amonghisbookswasthegroundbreaking
studypublishedin1986“TheSignalWasSpain:
TheSpanishAidMovementinBritain,1936-39”.
WithSallyAlexanderhealsoedited“Women’s
VoicesfromtheSpanishCivilWar”(1991).
�AustrianInternationalBrigaderandlifelong
socialistFerdinandHackldiedon10May.Bornin
Viennain1918toapoorfamily,hebecamea
YoungCommunistattheageof14andin1935
wasjailedforhispoliticalactivities. In1937he
wenttoSpainandjoinedthe86thMixedBrigade,
fightingonvarioussouthernandeasternfronts
until thefinalretreatfromBarcelonaearlyin
1939.InFrance,hewasinternedatcampsatSt
CyprienandGursbeforebeinghandedtothe
GestapofollowingtheNazioccupation.Hewas
imprisonedattheDachauconcentrationcamp
until1945.
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BernardKnoxinConnecticut,US, in1941.

“How,Iwondered,could
anyonebeapremature
anti-fascist?…Ifyou
werenotpremature,what
sortofanti-fascistwere
yousupposedtobe?
Apunctualanti-fascist?
Atimelyone?”
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CANYOUHELP?

�AndrewOgilvieisinvestigatingthework
ofArchieJohnstone,hisgrandmother’s
brother,whowasajournalistfromthemid
1930suntil the1950s.WhentheSpanish
CivilWarstartedheownedahotelwithhis
wifeatLloretdeMar,butbecameinvolved
withtheRepublicancauseasajournalist
basedinBarcelonauntil thefallofthecity
inDecember1938.Thefamilyunder-
standsthathewasmakingaradiobroad-
castatthetimeandjustescapedoverthe
Pyreneeswithhiswife. In1947Johnstone
wasappointededitorofBritishAlly in
Moscow,eventuallyrenouncinghisBritish
citizenship.Hepublished“IntheNameof
Peace”(1952),wherehedescribeshis
FirstWorldWarexperiences,hisjournalis-
ticbackgroundandhisdisgustwithpost-
SecondWorldWarEurope.Ifanyonehas
moreinformationaboutJohnstoneduring
theSpanishCivilWar,contactAndrew
Ogilvieat[jandy_ogilvie@yahoo.co.uk].

�RonaldFinchistryingtofindinformation
abouthisuncle,RobertFinch,bornin
Poplar,London,in1911or12.Contactthe
IBMTSecretary(detailsonpage2)ifyou
knowanythingaboutthisBrigader.

� JoannePhillipsistryingtofindoutabout
CharlesFinlayson,brotherofhermother
AileenFinlayson.Shebelievestheymay
havehadsomethingtodowiththeInter-
nationalBrigades.Contact[japhillips.
25@gmail.com]ifyoucanhelp.

�LilaWaiz,avolunteerattheWorking
ClassMovementLibraryinSalford,is
interestedintryingtosolvethefollowing
puzzle. In1939Picasso’spainting
“Guernica”wasexhibitedinacarshow-
roominManchester,becauseartgalleries
refusedtoshowit.Thelocationwas2Vic-
toriaStreet,nearthecathedral,andthe
paintingwasshownfrom2to15February.

Allproceedsfromentrancefeeswentto
ManchesterFoodshipsforSpain.Waiz
cannotfindoutanymoreinformation
aboutthisextraordinaryevent.Canany-
oneelseshedanylight? Ifso,pleasecon-
tactLilaviathelibraryat[enquiries@wcml.
org.uk];tel:0161-7363601.

�GrahamBengeisresearchingabookon
thefallofMálaga inFebruary1937andthe
atrocitiesthattheNationalistforcescar-
riedoutafterwards.HeknowsaboutPeter
ChalmersMitchell’seye-witnessaccount
in“MyHouseinMalaga”,aswellasArthur
Koestler’s“SpanishTestament”,and
aboutCanadianInternationalBrigaderDr
NormanBethune,whowitnessedthe
shellingofrefugeesfleeingthecity.He
wouldwelcomeanyfurtherinformation
fromanyonewhowasthereorhasorhada
family memberwhowasinMálagaduring
February1937. Contact[graham.benge@
firsttakemedia.co.uk].

�OliviaFarnesyislookingforinformation
abouthergrandfather,aRepublicanexile
whocametoEnglandafterFranco’svictory
andinthe1940swaslivinginCoventryand
workingasaminer.Hemayalsohave
beenintheBritishforcesduringthewar.
Hehadchangedhisnameto“Miguel
Gonzales”buthisoriginalsurnamemight
havebeenMuñoz.Oliviadoesnotknow
whereinSpainhewasborn,andhisdate
ofbirthcouldhavebeenin1912,1919or
1920.Hediedin1973ofaheartattack
exacerbatedbyaminingrelatedbreathing
condition.Duringthe1950sheandhis
familymovedtoNottinghamwherethey
livedinRothesayAvenueandheworked
intheCliftonpit,wherehewasknownas
“SpanishMick”tohismates.Olivia’s
motherrecalledvisitingtheSpan-
ish/Englishfamilyofauniversitylecturer
whoshebelievedhadhelpedherhusband
inSpain;theirnamewassomethinglike
FalomereorFalomeansandtheylivedin
theWollatonareaofNottinghaminthe
1950s.Email [olivia.farnesy@googlemail.
com]ortel:07796-396193.

� Inour last issuewegaveanincorrect
email forPatrickBlack,whois interested
in findingoutmoreabout theanti-fascist
struggles inSheffieldandSouthYork-
shireduringthe1930s,alongwith infor-
mationaboutSheffield’s involvement in
thefightagainstFrancoandfascismin
Spain. Ifyoucanhelphim,contact:
[profpatrick@hotmail.com].

Ifyoudonothaveaccesstoemail,contact
theIBMTSecretary(detailsonpage2).
Pleaseshareyourinformationabout
BrigaderswithJimCarmody,theIBMT’s
researcher: [jamescamody@yahoo.
co.uk].

CUTTING:AnarticleaboutArchieJohnstone(see
below)fromTheScotsman,whichisbelievedto
befromabout1948.

�7-18September2010:The
IBMT’s“Antifascistas”exhibi-
tion;OldMarket,Westgate,
RotherhamS601QA;contact
JoanBrownformore informa-
tion:01709-372887.
�20September-1October
2010:“Antifascistas”exhibition
at theMarxMemorialLibrary,
37aClerkenwellGreen,London
EC1R0DU;1pm-6pmMonday-
Friday;visit [www.marx-memori-
al-library.org] formoredetails.

�20September2010:Lecture“TheConsequencesof theWar
inSpainandtheRecoveryofHistoricalMemory”by Javier
Moreno(DomingoMalagónFoundation,Madrid),6.30pm;
MarxMemorialLibrary,37aClerkenwellGreen,LondonEC1R
0DU;£2.50/£1concessions; [www.marx-memorial-
library.org].
�21-22September2010:Conferenceon“Violenceand
Memory:consideringrepressionandresistance inSpain
1936-1952 incomparativeperspective”atLondonSchoolof
Economics;speakers includePaulPreston,HelenGrahamand
JuliánCasanova;£50(freetoPhDstudents);moredetails:
[www2.lse.ac.uk/internationalhistory/events/
violenceandmemoryconference/home.aspx].
�27September2010:Filmscreening“TheGoodFight:The
AbrahamLincolnBrigade intheSpanishCivilWar”;6.30pm;
MarxMemorialLibrary,37aClerkenwellGreen,LondonEC1R
0DU;£5(bookingadvisable); [www.marx-memorial-
library.org].
�2October2010: Informalsymposiumentitled
“TheSpanishCivilWarandPopularMemory in theEnglish-
SpeakingWorld”;ButetownHistory&ArtsCentre,Bute
Street,CardiffCF105AN;2pm;website: [www.bhac.org].
�7October2010:Lectureby JohnCallow,Directorof theMarx
MemorialLibrary:“FreedomWasNeverWonWithoutaFight–
MotivationandMobilisationof theBritishBattalionof the
InternationalBrigades,1936-1938”;12.30pm;NationalArmy
Museum,RoyalHospitalRoad,LondonSW34HT;more infor-
mation: [www.national-army-museum.ac.uk].
�9October2010:LecturebyPaulPreston,“TheCrimesof
Franco”;2.30pm;Kensington&ChelseaLibraryLecture
Theatre,PhillimoreWalk,LondonW87RX;organisedby
BasqueChildrenof ’37Association; tell [secretary@
basquechildren.org] if you intendgoing.
�16October2010: IBMTannualgeneralmeeting;3.30pm;
Unite, Jack JonesHouse,2ChurchillWay,Liverpool,L38EF;
day’sprogrammestartsat12.30pm;socialat7.30pminCasa
Bar,29HopeStreet,L19BQ;seebackpageformoredetails.
�17October2010:TourofLiverpool (aspartof the IBMTAGM
weekend);10amfollowedby lunchat1pmatLaViñarestau-
rant, 11-15HopeStreet,L25QY;contact IBMTSecretary (page
2fordetails) for reservations.
�17October2010:Unveilingofmemorialseats to
InternationalBrigaderandwriterRalphFox(1900-1936)and
Aid Spainactivistandanti-fascistcampaignerHildaBaruch
(néeFroom)(1918-2009);PieceHall,HalifaxHX12RE;4.30pm;
confirmprovisionalarrangementswith IBMT: [secretary@
international-brigades.org.uk]or tel:020-85556674.
�8November2010:Lecture“HomagetoCaledonia:Scotland
andtheSpanishCivilWar”byDanielGray;6.30pm;Marx
MemorialLibrary,37aClerkenwellGreen,LondonEC1R0DU;
£2.50/£1concessions; [www.marx-memoriallibrary.org].

NB:Eventsnotorganisedbythe IBMTaretheresponsibilityof
the individualsandorganisationsconcerned.

DIARY DATES
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Afterspendingseveralmonthsinasmallvil-
lageontheAragonfrontservingatanurgent

surgicalcentre,thedivisiontowhichwewere
attachedbecamea“shockdivision”moving
fromplacetoplace;we,asthemobilesurgical
team,movingwithit.Wereachedtheendofour
journey,whichwashighupinthePyreneesat
midnightandfortherestofthenightweheard
mulesandtrucksgobytowardsthefrontline–in
someplaceslessthanfourmilesaway.

Earlynextdaywecommencedmakingour
preparations,selectingforthetheatreashed
whichhadbeenusedasaslaughterhouse(there
wasnootherchoice).At least ithadthevirtueofa
roof,evenifsomeofthewallsweremissing.
Blanketswerehungwherethewallsshouldhave
been,whilsttheremainingwallswerewhite-
washedandthemudscrapedoffthefloor…

Alltheafternoonandeveningweheardthe
soundofbattle,andweknewthatsoonourperi-
odof“idleness”wouldcease.Thewounded
begantoarriveataboutsixo’clockinthemorn-

ing,agrimcontrasttothelovelinessofthePyre-
nees,andwestartedourworkwithoutdoing
morethanstruggleintoourclothesandwashing
ourhands.

Inadditiontobeingsurgicallyresponsiblefor
ourowndivisionofover10,000soldiers,wewere
alsodetailedtoattendanother3,000men
becausetheirdivisionhadnosurgeon.

All thewounded,manyofwhomhadtobe
broughtdownfromthemountainsonmules,
werefirsttreatedatthefirstaidstationsandthen
cameontous.Ambulanceafterambulance–“six
abdominalsandacoupleofheads–all foropera-
tion”.Nextone:moreabdominals,moreheads,
compoundfractures,“all foroperation”.Andfor
all this,onlyonesurgeon–Spanish–whojust
goesonandon,speakingonlytoenquirewhatis
next;makinganxiousenquiriesaboutthestate
ofthelastcase;askingaboutthestockofsterile
material,andaboveallpassingnever-failing
wordsofencouragementtothewounded,even
after24hoursofconstantwork!

Wehadnoelectricity,butworkedwithprimus
lampsandcandlesandwhenall themantles
broke, justcandles. Imagineifyoucan,asurgeon
performingalaparotomy,findingandsuturinga
liverwound,ormaybe24ormoreintestinalper-
forations,performinganephrectomy,removinga
spleen,allbycandlelight.Meanwhilewegrope
aroundthetablefor instruments,threadnee-
dles,breakcatgutcapsuleall intheflickering
light…

Bloodtransfusionsweregivenwheneverpos-
sible,butwecouldnotemploythetubesofblood
becausewehadnorefrigerator inwhichtostore
them,sothedirectmethodwasalwaysused.
Thereweretimeswhenitwasimpossibletofind
adonor, foreveryonewithinreachhadgivenas
muchastheycould.

Wewere, Isuppose,alwaysinsomesortof
danger,butsomehowwhenoneissurrounded
bydangeronedoesnotthinkofit,andinany
casewedidnothavethetimetoworry.Theonly
fearwhichhaunteduswasthefearthatwe
shouldnothaveenoughmaterialwithwhichto
work.TherearethingswhichtheSpanishpeople
areabletosupplyuswith,buttherearemany
necessitiestheycannotprovide.Wedependon
our[SpanishMedicalAid]Committeeforthese,
andsofartheyhavenotfailedus.Thethought
thatsomedaytheymighthavetostopsupplies
throughlackoffundsistooterribletocontem-
plate…

IfyoucouldknowtheSpanishpeopleasIhave
cometoknowthem,youwouldfindtheordinary
peoplebraveandkind,fightingnotbecausethey
lovebloodshedasmanypeoplewouldhaveyou
believe,butbecausetheyknowthattheyMUST
fighttosavetheirhomesandfortherighttolive
peacefullyanddecently.Theyfeelandindeed
theyknowthatthevictoryoftheFascistforce
wouldmeantyrannyandoppressionforthem
andforSpain.

The full article can be read at: [http://cohse-union.blogspot.
com/search/label/Margaret%20Powell].
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NotesfromtheAragónfront
MARGARET POWELL (1913-1990)was the last British International Brigade nurse to
leaveSpain, losing her passport in the chaos of the retreat into France as hundreds
of thousands of Republicans fled fromFranco’s advancing army in January 1939.

At the border shewas arrested by French police and taken to the refugee campat
Argelès-sur-Mer,where refugees lived on sandduneswith no shelter and in
appalling sanitary conditions.

Shewas finally rescuedby aQuaker relief teamandwas later honouredby the
exiledSpanishRepublic “for her valiant action as a nurse… for her faith, self-
sacrifice anddevotion to ourwounded and to ourwar victims”.

After thewar shemarried International Brigader (and current IBMTChair) Sam
Lesser.

This is an extract fromanarticle that shewrote in Spain for theApril 1938 issue of
British Nursing Journal.

Above:MargaretPowell (topleft)withothernurses
inSpain.
Right:Partly-hidden(foreground)nexttoSam
LesserinBarcelonain1938;alsopicturedisSam
Wildwithtwounidentifiednurses.
Farright:BeingmadeDameoftheOrderofLoyalty
totheSpanishRepublicbytheexiledRepublican
government,withLuisPortillo (left)andWelsh
BrigaderJimBrewer.



TheIBMTiscurrentlyupdatingits listof
memorials inBritainandIrelandtothe
InternationalBrigadesandindividual
volunteers. Ifyouhaveanyadditionsor
correctionstothelistbelow,orother
relevant informationaboutthe
memorials,pleasecontact IBMT
NewsletterEditor JimJumpat: [editor@
international-brigades.org.uk]or tel:
020-72286504].Memorials inWales,
theMidlands,London, theSouth-East,
theSouthandtheSouth-Westwill
appear inournext issue.

Ireland
BELFAST:PlaqueintheJohnHewittBarand
Restaurant.UnveiledbyBobDoyle,16September
2006.
BELFAST:StatueinWriters’Square.Erectedby
InternationalBrigadesCommemorationCommittee
andunveiledbyBobDoyle,13October2007.
BURNCOURT:Memorial inBurncourt(CoTipperary)
toKitConway,killedatJarama,February1937.
Unveiled11June2005.
CLONMEL:PlaqueinATGWUunionoffice,Clonmel
(CoTipperary).UnveiledbyPeterO’Connorand
MichaelO’Riordan,1996.
COALISLAND:Memorial inCoalisland(CoTyrone)to
CharlieDonnelly,killedatJaramainFebruary1937.
Erected2003.
DOOEGA ACHILL ISLAND:MemorialatDooegaAchill

Island(CoMayo)toThomasPatten,killedatMadrid,
December1936.FinancedlocallyandfromtheUS.
Unveiled28October1984.
DUBLIN:MemorialheadstoneinGlasnevinCemetery
overgraveofFrankRyan.Erectedfollowing
repatriationofhisremainsforreburial inJune1979.
DUBLIN:PlaqueoutsideSIPTUunionHQ,Liberty
Hall,EdenQuay,toIrishvolunteers.Erectedbythe
DublinCouncilofTradeUnions,5May1991.
DUBLIN:PlaqueinATGWUunionoffices.Unveiledby
JackJones,1996.
DUBLIN:PlaqueinmemoryofCharlieDonnelly,killed
atJarama,February1937,atUniversityCollege
Dublin.Unveiled26February2008.
DUNMURRAY:MemorialchaliceinChurchofIreland
forRevRobertHilliard,killedatJaramainFebruary
1937.
INISTIOGE:MemorialolivegrovetoKilkenny
volunteersinWoodstockGardens,Inistioge(Co
Kilkenny).Unveiled30December2007.
INISTIOGE:PlaqueinInistiogegraveyardtoGeorge
Brown,borninInistioge(CoKilkenny),killedat
Brunete,July1937.UnveiledbyJackJonesandBob
Doyle,28June2008.
KILGARVEN:PlaqueonMorley’sBridge,Kilgarvan(Co
Kerry),toMichaelLehane.ErectedbytheKillarney
RepublicanGravesAssociationandunveiledby
MichaelO’Riordan,7May1989.
WATERFORD:GlassplaquesinATGWUHall,Keyser
Street,tovolunteersfromWaterford.Erectedby
WaterfordCouncilofTradesUnionsandunveiledby
PeterO’ConnorandMichaelO’Riordan,1May1994.
WATERFORD:MonumenttoWaterfordvolunteers,
erectedbytheRelativesandFriendsofWaterford

InternationalBrigaders.UnveiledbyJackJonesand
MichaelO’Riordan,9July2004.

Scotland
ABERDEEN:PlaqueinAberdeenTradesCouncil
offices,JohnLondraganHouse. Erected1993.
ABERDEEN:PlaqueinConcertHalltoAberdeen
volunteers.ErectedbyAberdeenCityCouncil.
ABERDEEN:BooksintheXVBrigadeMemorial
Library,AberdeenUnemployedCentre,54Frederick
Street.ProvidedbyvolunteersandtheAberdeen
TradesCouncil,1989.
BLANTYRE:Memorialtothreelocalvolunteerskilled
inSpainatBlantyreMiners’WelfareClub.Erectedby
EastKilbride&SouthLanarkshireTradesUnion
Council,24October2009.
DUNDEE:PlaqueinPeaceGardens,AlbertSquare.
ErectedbyDundeeCityCouncil,23February1975.
RededicatedbyJackJonesandJackEdwards,11
October2008.
EDINBURGH:PlaqueonbenchinEastPrincesStreet
Gardens.ErectedbyEdinburghCityLabourParty.
GLASGOW:PasionariastatueinCustomHouseQuay.
ErectedbyCityofGlasgow,23February1980and
rededicated23August2010.
GLASGOW:PlaquelistingScottishvolunteerskilled
inSpaininScottishTradesUnionCongressoffices,
333WoodlandsRoad.
GLASGOW:PlaqueinBailliestonPublicLibraryto
WilliamKeegan.ErectedbyScottishTradesUnion
Congress,NationalUnionofMineworkersand
GlasgowandStrathclydecouncils,1December1989.
IRVINE:PlaqueinCunninghameHousebranch
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InternationalBrigadememorials

Clockwisefromleft:Memorials inLiverpool,
Dundee,BelfastandEdinburgh.



Inbrief…
�CurrentlytouringtheUK
isTayoAluko’s“CallMr
Robeson:ALifeWith
Songs”,atributetotheUS
actor,singerandpolitical
activistPaulRobeson.
Writtenandperformedby
theLiverpool-basedAluko
(pictured),theperfor-

mance–amixtureofsongsandstory-telling–
makesreferencetoRobeson’ssupportforthe
RepublicduringtheSpanishCivilWar. Indeed
RobesonvisitedSpainduringthewarandwas
photographedwithInternationalBrigadevolun-
teers.Thisautumn,“CallMrRobeson:ALifeWith
Songs”isatvenuesinHemelHempstead,Mold,
BuilthWells,EssexUniversity,Blaenarvon,
Liverpool,Stockport,Guildford,Coventryand
Lincoln.Formoredetails,see[http://cmr.
tayoalukoandfriends.com].

�TheSeptember2010issueofTheVolunteer,
thealwaysinterestingandinformativequarterly
magazineofALBA,theIBMT’ssisterorganisation
intheUS,isavailableat[www.albavolunteer.org].

�AshortfilmbyHenriCartier-Bressonabout
BritishandNorthAmericanInternationalBrigade
volunteersintheSpanishCivilWarhasbeen
foundmorethan70yearsafterithadbeen
presumedlost.The18-minutedocumentary,
whichwasmadein1937,wasscreenedinNew
Yorkin1938butlatervanished.Accordingtoa
reportinTheTimeson15May,thefilmwasshot
overtwodaysinAragónandshowsthedailylife
oftheBritish,CanadianandUSvolunteers.The

film,titled“WiththeLincolnBrigadeinSpain”,
wasuncoveredinthearchivesoftheIBMT’s
sisterorganisartionintheUS,ALBA,inNewYork.
ResearcherswereabletoproveitwasCartier-
Bresson’sworkbymatchingpartsofthefilmwith
still imagesbytheFrenchphotographer.

�Thefolkduo

Na-Mara,whohaveplayedatseveral IBMT
events,havereleasedtheirthirdalbum,“The
Bite”. IllustratingtherangeofinfluencesonPaul
McNamara(above,left)andRobGarcia(right),
“TheBite”presentstunesandsongsfromthe
BritishIsles,Quebec,Brittany,Asturiasand
Galicia,aswellasthreeoftheirown
compositions.Thetitletrack,“TheBite”, isaself-
pennedtributetoallthosefromtheBritishIsles
whofoughtintheInternationalBrigadesinthe
SpanishCivilWar,while“OnlyForThreeMonths”,
settoJavierTejedor’stune“Cimiano”,tellsthe
heartbreakingstoryofGarcia’sfatheranduncle,
evacuatedfromBilbaowiththousandsofother
childreninMay1937ontheHabana followingthe
bombingofGuernica.FairportConvention
virtuosoChrisLeslie(violin)andDanGarcia
(percussion)eachjoinRobandPaulforthreeof
the11tracks.“TheBite”isontheRightback
Recordslabelandcanbeobtainedthroughthe
usualretailchannelsanddownloadsandfrom
RightbackRecords:[www.rightbackrecords.com].
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librarytoJohnSmith,killedontheEbroin1938.
ErectedbyCunninghameDistrictCouncil,1
September1988.
KIRKCALDY:Plaqueandmemorial,ForthAvenue.
ErectedbyKirkcaldyDistrictCouncilandFriends
oftheInternationalBrigades,May1980and
September1986.Rededicated4April2009.
PERTH:MemorialforlocalvolunteersatNorth
Inch.ErectedbyPerthshireInternationalBrigade
MemorialFund,5June2010.
WHITHORN:PlaquetoJackBrent(GeorgeDickie).
Erected25February2006.

TheNorth-East&Yorkshire
BLYTHE:Shelteredhousing,BobElliottHouse,
WrightStreet,forBobElliott,killedatVillanueva
delaCañada.ErectedbyBoroughofBlythValley,
2May1986.
DURHAM:PlaquetoDurhamvolunteersin
Miners’Hall.UnveiledbyJackEdwards,10
October2009.
HALIFAX:SeatinBullGreentoRalphFox.Erected
byRalphFoxMemorialCommittee,24April1950
andre-dedicatedin1979.
HULL:MemorialplaqueinGuildHall,Alfred
GelderStreet,tofourvolunteerskilled.Erected
byHullCityCouncil,1April1990.
LEEDS:MemorialplaqueinFoyer,CityHall,
GeorgeStreet,toLeedsvolunteers.Erectedby
LeedsCityCouncil,11November1989.
MIDDLESBROUGH:Woodenmemorialplaque,
madein1939,inTownHall.Rededicated2009.
NEWCASTLEUPONTYNE:Treeandplaquein
groundsofCityHalltovolunteersfromTyne&
Wear.ErectedbyNewcastleCityCouncil,County
AssociationofTradesCouncils, July1986and
March1989.

TheNorth-West
LIVERPOOL:MemorialplaqueinUniteunion
offices,JackJonesHouse,2ChurchillWay,L3,to
Merseysidevolunteers.Originallyerectedby
MerseysideCountyCouncil inThe People’s
Centre,HardmanStreet,16November1985.
MANCHESTER:Carvedwoodmemorial inTown
Hall,AlbertSquare,toManchestervolunteers.
ErectedbyManchesterCityCounciland
Manchesterbranchofprintworkers’union
SOGAT,12February1983.
OLDHAM:PlaquetotheOldhamvolunteersin
GalleryOldham,GreavesStreet.
STHELENS:PlaqueinformerUnemployed
Workers’ResourceCentre,CollegeStreet.
Unveiled1April1990.
STHELENS:Memorial inHall,TownHall,
CorporationStreettoBillFeeley.ErectedbySt
HelensMetropolitanBoroughCouncil,1
November1987.
SALFORD:PlaqueinWorkingClassMovement
LibrarytoIndependentLabourPartyvolunteers.
Unveiled30May2009.
STALYBRIDGE:PlaquetoLilianUrmstonatSt
Paul’sPrimarySchool.ErectedbyTameside
BoroughCouncil,2008.

Part2inournextissue

Expertviews
onthecivilwar
LeadinghistoriansfromBritain
andSpainexaminevarious
aspectsoftheInternational
BrigadesandtheSpanishCivil
Warinanewlypublishedcol-
lectionofalltheLenCrome
MemorialLecturesthathave
beengivenuptonow.
“LookingBackattheSpanish

CivilWar”containsallnineof
theIBMT-organisedlectures
from2002-10,plusphotosand
atributetoLenCrome,thevol-
unteerdoctorwhowentto
SpainfromBritainin1936and
becamechiefmedicalofficerof
theRepublicanarmy’s35th
Division.
Thetributewaswrittenby

PaulPreston,whoselecture
“TheCrimesofFranco”is
includedinthenewbook.Also
withtwochaptersisRichard

Baxell,whowritesaboutthe
BritishBattalionearlyin1937–
includingitsbaptismoffireat
theBattleofJarama–and
examinestherecordofLaurie
Lee’stimeinSpainincompari-
sonwiththeauthor’ssemi-
autobiographicalaccount.
OthercontributorsareJulián

Casanova,HelenGraham,
AngelaJackson,Enrique

Moradiellos,FranciscoJ
RomeroSalvadóandÁngel
Viñas.Thesubjectmatter
rangesfromtheexperiences
andmemoryofthoseinvolved
inrunningacavehospitaldur-
ingtheBattleoftheEbrototop-
icssuchasBritain’srolein
blockinginternationalhelpfor
theSpanishRepublicandthe
reasonswhyStalinagreedto
sellarmstotheRepublic.
Editedby IBMTNewsletter

EditorJimJump,thebookis
publishedbyLawrence&
Wishartincollaborationwith
theIBMTandtheCañada
BlanchCentreforContempo-
rarySpanishStudies.

“LookingBackat theSpanishCivil
War” can be ordered from the IBMT
for £16.99, including p&p.Send a
cheque for this amount to the IBMT,
37Reginald Road, London E79HS.
Contact [secretary@international-
brigades.org.uk] for enquiries about
multiple orders.



AGMagenda

1/ Chair’s opening remarks
2/ Apologies for absence
3/ Minutes of previous AGM
4/ Matters arising
5/ Secretary’s report
6/ Membership Secretary’s report
7/ Treasurer’s report
8/ Election of officers
9/ Any other business (AOB)
10/ Date and place of next AGM
11/ Chair’s closing remarks

Send items for AOB to IBMTSecretary
Marlene Sidaway at least oneweek before
the AGM; email: [secretary@international-
brigades.org.uk]; tel: 020-8555 6674.

Programmeofeventsfortheweekend
of15/16/17October2010

FRIDAY 15th
From8pm: Informal get-together in
Philharmonic pub, 36 Hope Street, Liverpool
L1 9BX (food available for purchase).

SATURDAY 16th
12.30pm: Re-dedication of International
Brigade plaque in foyer of Jack Jones House.
1pm:Viewing of IBMT’s “Antifascistas”
exhibition.
1.30pm: Buffet lunch, courtesy of Unite.
2.15pm: Talk by Richard Baxell: “British and
Irish in the Spanish Civil War”.
3.30pm: AGM (see agenda, below left).
5.30pm: Travel to the Casa Bar, 29 Hope
Street, Liverpool L1 9BQ, for social/concert.
There will be transport for those who need
it. The Casa Bar serves food. Times and
performers for the concert to be confirmed.

SUNDAY 17th
10am:History tour of Liverpool (transport
hopefully available, if needed).
1pm: Lunch at La Viña Spanish restaurant,
11-15 North Street, L2 5QY.
4.30pm: In Halifax, West Yorkshire, unveiling
of new memorials to Ralph Fox and Hilda
Baruch (see page 8 for more details).

Contact the IBMTSecretary (details on left)
for anymore information about the annual
general meeting. Contact the IBMTSecretary
or IBMT committeemember Hilary Jones
(0161-224 1747) if:
a) You are coming to the AGM.
b) Youwill need transport around Liverpool.
c) Youwish to go on the history tour.
d) You are going to LaViña for lunch on the
Sunday.
e) You plan to go to Halifax on the Sunday.

ByLynHurst

CongratulationstoNottinghamshire,Mans-
field&NottinghamTradesUnionCouncil
(NMNTUC)fortheirtwo-houreventon17July
atwhichthecity’smemorialtoitsInternation-
alBrigadevolunteerswasrededicated. It
couldnothavebeenbetterorganisedorpre-
sented.The200peopleinattendancewere
entertainedbytheNottinghamClarionChoir,
whogavebrilliantrenditionsofthesongs
thatevokeouremotionalmemoriesofthe
InternationalBrigades.

Thenamesofall theNottinghammenwere
readout, followedbypoetrywrittenbythe
Brigadersthatgaveanunderstandingofthe
intensefeelingsofthevolunteers.There
werereadingstoofromthebiographiesof
volunteers,offeringfactualaccountsofthe
warandtheir livingconditions,alongwith
theirpoliticalthoughtsandideasthatlead
themtogotoSpainandhowtheiractions,
anddeaths,affectedtheirfamiliesathome.

Theplatformhadanexcellentbackdropof
thewidestrepresentationofflagsandban-
nersofthewholepoliticalspectrumof
RepublicanSpain,whichcertainlygavea
dashofcolourtotheday.

Thiswasadaythatwasnecessitatedbythe
unprecedentedandvileattemptoftheTory
council towritetheNottinghamBrigaders
outofhistorybyremovingtheplaquethat
explainedthebackgroundoftheBrigades
andtheirroleinfightingfascisminSpain.

AplaquewiththenamesoftheNotting-
hamvolunteersisstill there,butisarguably
meaninglesswithoutthenowmissingpre-
amble.

Thisactof institutionalvandalismhasonly
beenequalledbyactualvandalismtoother
monuments,hereandinSpain,andthe
NMNTUChasmadearesoundingstatement
intheirfighttogettheplaquereturnedby
thisrededication.

TotheircredittheLabourPartyhasvowed
toreturnit, if theywinbackpoweronthecity
council.

Thisisclearlynotanoutcomethatthe
tradesunioncouncil iswillingtowaitfor,so
wemustcontinuetosupporttheNMNTUCin
itsquest.
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MARCHERS:Singer-
songwriterandIBMT

supporterBillyBragg(second
fromleft)joinedtheIBMT
contingentforpartofthe
marchthroughtheDorset

villageofTolpuddleon18July
toremembertheTolpuddle
Martyrswhowereconvicted
andtransportedtoAustralia
in1834forformingatrade
union.Forthesecondyear

runningtheIBMThadastallat
thethree-dayfestival,which
provedapopulardrawforthe

thousandsofpeople
attending.
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IBMT NEWSLETTER
InternationalBrigadeMemorialTrust
NoticeofannualgeneralmeetingonSaturday16October2010from3.30pm-
5.30pmatJackJonesHouse,UnitetheUnion,2ChurchillWay,LiverpoolL38EF

Volunteersreclaim
placeinNottshistory

CLARION CHOIR:SpanishCivilWarsongs.


